
DER (or the WMD) that state water quality standards will not be
violated by the proposed dredging and filling activity.

Second, the project cannot be contrary to the public interest.
Several factors must be considered in this determination, including:

- the effect on public health, safety, welfare and property rights;
- the effects on fish and wildlife (especially on threatened or

endangered species);
- adverse effects on navigation or harmful erosion,
- a variety of other factors like the effects on marine productivity,

the temporary or permanent nature of the project, and effects on
archaeological resources.

In the final analysis, factors which mitigate destruction of the
wetlands are also considered where some damage to the environment
is inevitable.

Duration of permits is generally for 5 years and does not exceed 10
years, unless the project cannot reasonably be completed within that
time. In these exceptional circumstances, the DER may issue 25-year
permits. Permitting fees range from $400 to $25,000 depending on
duration and wetlands that are affected.

What is exempt from wetland regulations?

Federal- normal farming, silviculture and ranching activities in
wetlands are exempt from the fill permitting mandates of the Clean
Water Act. This exemption does not apply to mechanized equipment
used in land clearing, as this has been held to represent a point source
of pollution, i.e. fill.

Florida- agricultural activities and agricultural water management
systems are exempt from Florida's Henderson Wetlands Act and the
DER water quality standards. "Agricultural activities" are defined to
include all necessary farming and forestry activities which are normal
and customary for a particular area provided such operations do not
impede or divert the flow of surface waters.

"Agricultural water management" includes farming or forestry water
management systems and farm ponds which are permitted pursuant to
Chapter 373 or exempted from the permitting requirement of the
surface water management statutes (See "Management and Storage
of Surface Waters" Section).

What Is reclamation?

Reclamation is the process of returning land that has been mined to
a higher dollar value by physically changing the land to a more usable
state. Under Florida's land reclamation statute, F. S. Chapter 378,
land, including wetlands, must be restored to an acceptable condition
after a mining operation. Furthermore, reclamation activities must
meet the surface and groundwater management requirements of DER
and the appropriate WMD, including design standards for water
bodies.

In accordance with these requirements, Best Management
Practices should be undertaken to minimize erosion (see the Best
Management Practices Section). Also, specific procedures for
shoreline treatment are prescribed by the BMPs where digging results
in the formation of a water body:

1. The WMD executive director must be notified of a party's intent
to extract minerals, clay, peat, gravel, sand, or other solid
substance of commercial value. Usually submission of a
conceptual reclamation plan is appropriate.

2. All reclamation activities should be conducted in a manner
which reduces adverse impacts on surface and groundwater
resources, wildlife, and adjacent lands.
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