
Again, the District rules supplement DER requirements and should be
consulted.

What are the well permits and fees?

Each WMD sets permit application fees depending primarily upon
the nature of the activity and the size of the well. The fees may be as
little as $1 for some activities such as abandonment, but may not
exceed $100 for private residential wells or $500 for public supply
wells. Fees will be assessed for modification or renewal of existing
permits or for transfer of a permit.

Construction permits last from 30-180 days depending on the
District. Most Districts require a consumptive use permit before a well
construction permit will be approved. Some Districts require an
artificial recharge permit to put water into the ground. Some basics
about consumptive use permits, which are also regulated by the
individual districts, are outlined in the "Consumptive Use Permits"
Section.

What are the penalties?

The DER, Districts, or other govemmental bodies may bring both
civil and criminal penalties against violators of the statutes or rules.
Constructing, repairing or abandoning wells without a license or in
violation of the other requirements is a second-degree misdemeanor.
Each agency is also authorized to bring civil suit for damages up to
$10,000 per violation. The Districts also have the authority to impose
administrative fines not to exceed $1000 for each offense.

Sources: Fla. Stat. § 373.302-.342; Chs. 17-531, 17-532, F.A.C.;
and Title 40, F.A.C. Contact Information: S-1, F-2, L-3

Consumptive Use

Who regulates consumptive use?

Issuance of permits for consumptive use is the exclusive function of
the various water management districts, who are charged with
maintaining the state's reserves of usable water at an acceptable level.
This is in accordance with Florida's water use policy, which gives
preference to desirable uses and thus promotes natural resource, fish
and wildlife preservation.

What permits are required?

When a party's water usage reaches any of certain pre-determined
threshold levels, the WMD will require a permit. Threshold levels are
determined by the individual districts; it is important to consult the
appropriate WMD regarding this threshold. Two types of permits,
individual and general, are relevant to water consumption:

1. Individual permits are required when withdrawal exceeds
established daily limits which are measured in gallons per day.

2. General permits apply where the amount of the withdrawal will
be minimal as set forth in the various districts' rules.

All uses must be permitted unless exempted, including existing
uses. This means there are no special exemptions for withdrawals
from ground or surface waters which were in existence before the
consumptive permitting requirements became effective.

Exemptions generally include:
- residential consumption;
- wells for testing or monitoring;
- private, shallow wells;
- certain heating and cooling systems; and
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