
What does the SDWA prohibit?

The SDWA prohibits any leakage of contaminants from injection
wells into groundwater. Facilities which conduct underground injection
are also subject to regulations. The regulations under the Act create
different categories of injection wells with different requirements for
each. Some, like hazardous waste wells, are simply prohibited, while
others are subject to various permitting, recordkeeping, reporting and/
or testing requirements.

What are the penalties?

Violations of underground injection well regulations can result in
administrative penalties of up to $25,000 per violation. Civil penalties
of up to $25,000 per day are also available and, in all cases, the EPA
is required to take action if the states fail to do so.

Source: 42 U.S.C. § 300f to 300j-26.

Federal Insecticide. Funaicide and Rodenticlde Act

Overview

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA),
was originally passed in 1947 and significantly amended in the 1970's
and in 1988 to regulate all phases of pesticide sale, use, handling and
disposal.

Pesticide is broadly defined within the meaning of the Act as
essentially any substance used to regulate, prevent, repel or destroy
any pest or plant. Pest includes insects, rodents, nematodes, fungus,
weeds, terrestrial and aquatic plants, viruses, bacteria and any other
living organisms if the EPA designates them as pests.

Who enforces the FIFRA?

FIFRA is administered by the EPA, but the Act specifies that states
are to have primary enforcement responsibility if they demonstrate to
the EPA that they have adopted adequate regulations and enforce-
ment mechanisms. Florida has entered into several cooperative
agreements with the EPA and now shoulders the responsibilities for
testing and training permit applicants. In these areas, the EPA now
has only a supervisory position. However, the registration of pesticides
and the monitoring of pesticide producers is still regulated entirely by
the EPA's central office.

What do pesticide labels mean?

One of the most significant aspects of FIFRA is the body of labeling
requirements. Under the Act pesticides must be labeled with the:

- ingredients,
- uses,
- EPA registration number, and
- any necessary warnings or restrictions.

FIFRA requires strict compliance to the instructions printed on all
pesticide labels.

Which pesticides need registration and/or permitting?

The Act requires that all pesticides be registered with the EPA
before they may be sold or used. A pesticide's registration may be
canceled by the EPA if the manufacturer fails to have it re-registered or
if the EPA later determines it to be harmful.
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