
III. Federal Laws and Agencies

Existing federal law relating to preservation of water quality is
described in various acts of Congress. These acts, as well as the
agencies responsible for their enforcement, are discussed below.

Clean Water Act

Overview

The Clean Water Act is directed at maintaining and restoring the
quality of the waters of the United States, which are broadly defined as
all waters subject to tidal movements, reaching between states, or
used in interstate or foreign commerce. These include:

- territorial seas and larger bodies of water,
- lakes, streams, rivers, ponds and other small water bodies if

they have even a remote potential to affect interstate commerce
or people involved in interstate commerce.

- wetlands, which are generally defined as lands which are
covered periodically with enough water to support vegetation
especially suited to a wetlands environment.

Primarily through its discharge permitting requirements, the Act
limits the amounts of pollutants which may be released into these
waters in an attempt to keep the water at a level safe for swimming
and other uses, as well as for fish and aquatic life.

Who enforces the Clean Water Act?

The Act in general is enforced by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), but dredge and fill permitting is enforced by the Army
Corps of Engineers. The EPA has established national standards for
the maximum amount of pollutants which may be released under its
permits. States are authorized under the Act to establish their own
standards for allowable levels of pollutants, as long as such standards
are at least as stringent as those mandated by the EPA. The state
may also be delegated permitting authority by the EPA. Currently,
Forida has been delegated enforcement of only portions of the Act;
NPDES permitting, covered below, is still conducted by the EPA.

How Is the Clean Water Act enforced?

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits
are the main avenue for the enforcement of the Act. These permits
specify:

1. the amount and concentration of pollutants the holder is
authorized to discharge;

2. schedules directing when compliance must be achieved; and
3. the requirements for testing, and monthly or quarterly reporting

to the permitting authority.

What are point source and nonpoint sources?

The Act requires all operators of point sources of pollution to get
permits. A "point source" is any discemable, confined and measurable
conveyance from which a pollutant is or may be discharged. A point
source may be a ditch or pipe discharging pollutants, a container being
rinsed of pollutants or any other source which releases pollutants into a
specific area. Agricultural stormwater discharges and return flow (also
called "nonpoint sources") from agricultural irrigation systems are not
point sources, however, and are therefore not covered by the Act (see
Glossary, page 39, for definition of nonpoint sources).
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