
Average annual production of cypress lumber from the logs would float, whereas 6 months after girdling
1945 to 1954 was 247 million board feet; in 1954, 95% would float. Girdling was also popular because
about 25% of it came from Florida, 14% from skidding tongs were less easily dislodged from dead
Louisiana, and the rest from 19 other states (Betts, wood than from green wood, because heartwood of
1960). In 1972, Sternitzke estimated the harvest of green cypress would swell during milling and bind the
balcypress to be roughly 69 million cubic feet. saws, and because green cypress has a greater

Since the 1930s standing sawtimber volumes have tendency to mildew after sawing (Mancil, 1980).
increased steadily. In 1939, the amount of standing Stumps of girdled trees would not sprout, however,
sawtimber was estimated to be 11.6 billion board feet and trees girdled in the spring were subject to attack by
(Betts, 1945a). At the start of 1953, the Forest Service ambrosia beetles (probably members of the families
(1958) found 12.7 billion board feet of cypress on Scolytidae or Platypodidae), which considerably
commercial forest land; 25% of it was in Florida, and reduced the quality of the lumber. This problem was
19% in Louisiana. Between 1953 and 1963, the avoided by girdling trees in late summer and letting
volume of cypress growing stock increased 25%, from them dry during the winter, when the beetles are
93 to 116 million cubic meters (3.3 to 4.1 billion cubic inactive (Craighead, 1971).
feet); during that decade, growing stock increased 61% Other logging practices were detrimental to the
in Florida and 35% in Louisiana (Southern Forest remaining trees. In the 1890s, dredges were used to
Resource Analysis Committee, 1969). In 1965, there clear passageways into deeper swamps, and engines
were 17.2 billion board feet of standing timber: 32% in mounted on pullboats were used to skid out logs by
Florida, 26% in Louisiana, and 24% in Georgia, North dragging them along the ground up to 600 meters
Carolina, and South Carolina (Kennedy, 1972). The (2,000 feet), causing considerable damage to the
most recent Forest Service estimate (1978) set the remaining stand. Early in the twentieth century, loggers
amount of standing sawtimber at 19.8 billion board began building railroads on pilings into swamps that
feet at the beginning of 1977. were not sufficiently flooded to support floatation

Most present-day cypress stocks are relatively young. logging, and they constructed steam-powered overhead
Because it takes at least two centuries for cypress to cableway skidders to remove the logs. In the
develop an appreciable proportion of decay-resistant Okefenokee Swamp, cables were run from a spar tree
heartwood (Betts, 1938), and because second-growth 18.5 meters (60 feet) high to trees growing on the
trees contain a larger proportion of sapwood than do edges of each 185-meter (600-foot) "skidder set" (Izlar,
virgin trees (Betts, 1960), young second-growth trees 1984b). Trolleys on the cables pulled logs to railway
are unsuited to the kinds of uses for which cypress flatcars for transport to the mill. The volume of wood
was dubbed "the wood eternal" in the heyday of removed was as high as 350 cubic meters per hectare
cypress logging. However, use of cypress lumber (5,000 cubic feet per acre), or 5,670 cubic meters
remains popular. Pondcypress is primarily used for (200,000 cubic feet) per "setup." The overhead skidder
fenceposts, stakes, mulch, and pulp (Terwilliger and destroyed nearly all the uncut trees in its path (Mattoon,
Ewel, 1986), although fenceposts made from pondcy- 1915). Several decades after the end of logging in
press sapwood were found to last less than five years Louisiana's Atchafalaya Basin, only a little second-
(Applequist, 1957). growth timber could be found where pullboats and

railroads had been used to extract the timber (Kennedy,
1969).

Logging Practices In the 1950s, May Brothers of Garden City, Louisiana,
took out a patent on an elaborate swamp-logging

Mattoon (1915) sketched the early history of cypress technique (Anonymous, 1959). Their scheme involved
logging techniques. The first cypress forests to be building levees 1.8 meters (6 feet) high around forest
harvested extensively by white settlers were near the blocks that ranged from 485 to 1,010 hectares (1,200
mouths of the larger southern rivers. Logs were floated to 2,500 acres). During levee construction, trees were
out of the swamps, a practice that caused very little girdled and aquatic skidways were cleared. Once the
destruction of the remaining growing stock. levee was completed, water was pumped into the

The practice of girdling, or belting, cypress trees block to a depth of 1 meter (3 feet). The logging crew
dates back to these early loggers. A few months before would then cut the trees with chain saws and cross-cut
the timber was to be cut, an incision was made saws. The logs were floated to the levee and loaded on
completely around the stem of each tree that was to be barges for transport to the mill.
harvested. This cut had to extend through the sapwood At present, most cypress harvesting is done with
to the heartwood to ensure death of the tree and rubber-tired feller-bunchers and skidders (Fig. 7).
subsequent drying. Without girdling, 10% to 20% of Tracked vehicles are also used for harvesting swamps
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