
turf maintenance, a finer-textured species is with a light disking or cultipacking. Several passes
suggested. Included is one of the bermudagrass or over an area may be necessary but the grass
zoysiagrass cultivars. In addition, centipedegrass should not be planted deeper than two inches
is available for those regions with heavier, acidic (Figure 2).
soils, such as the panhandle area and north
Florida, and for those persons with less resources
and time available for upkeep. Other considerations
for selecting a grass species include insect and |
disease resistance, nematode susceptibility, ' _.. _^^
seedhead/shoot growth rate, and frost and shade
tolerance. Currently, in Florida, the most commonly
used varieties for sod production include the St.
Augustinegrass varieties, Argentine bahiagrass,
and centipedegrass. Bermudagrass and zoysiagrass
are increasing in popularity. Table 2 lists the major -
turf cultivars and some of their important charac-
teristics. If certified sod is to be produced, founda-
tion or registered planting stock must be used. The
originating Experiment Station Agency or indi- :-
vidual must provide this foundation or registered
planting stock. Currently (1990), the state of
Florida does not have a sod certification program.

It is suggested that new growers develop a
nursery of the grasses intended to be grown. If
grasses are purchased commercially, an acre of turf
sod may cost between $200 and $1,000 for the
planting stock (4). Approximately 15 acres may be -
planted with hybrid bermudagrass or zoysiagrass
sprigs from an initial nursery stock of one acre.
About 10 acres may be sprigged from an initial
nursery stock from one acre of centipedegrass or
St. Augustinegrass (4). Growers typically establish Figure 2. Mechanical sprigger (top) and broadcast
1- to 2-acre sod plots from which sprigs are ob- sprigger (bottom) used to vegetatively plant
trained to increase acreage. The average quantity of sod fields.
stolons or sprigs harvested from an area will plant
an area of twenty times that size. Table 3 suggests Bahiagrass and centipedegrass may also be
the quantity of grass needed for sprigging various established from seed. Use certified seed to ensure
grasses. variety characteristics, germination, and prevention

of weed seed introduction. A minimum of 10 to 12
pounds of centipedegrass seed may be planted per

Table 3. Quantity of grass needed for sprigging a turf area acre, but faster stands ill be obtained if 50 to 100

Grass Row Sprigging Broadcast Sprigging pounds of seed are used per acre. In most cases,
cost will dictate which rates are used. Two hundred

- - - ---- (bushela/acre) - - - - - - to 250 pounds of bahiagrass seed are normally
Bermudagrass planted per acre. Seeds are usually drilled or

FaiGreens 25 to 50 460 to 67 planted with a cultipacker (Figure 3). Centipede-

Centipedegrass 50 to 100 200 grass seed are also established by spreading seed
St. Augstinegrass 75 to 100 200 mixed with fertilizer and then cultipacking.
Zoysiagrass 50 - After planting is finished, irrigate immediately

and keep the area moist until the sprigs have
rooted (approximately 7 to 14 days) or until the

When planting sprigs or stolons, the objective is seedlings are 1 to 2 inches high. At this time,
to distribute these uniformly and cover them with reduce watering to 1 1/2 to 2 inches per week,
soil. These can be distributed either by hand or including rainfall, until complete ground cover is
with a manure-type spreader and then run over achieved. Ideally, on established fields, irrigation


