
Figure 1 presents an overview of the major
events in a beef cattle operation. It includes an-
nual management cycles for adult cows, calves, re-
placement heifers, and bulls. The diagram can be
used as a quick reference to understand herd man-
agement and can serve as an operational calendar
for making management decisions. The purpose of
this paper is to construct a series of diagrams, that
can be used to outline the major beef cattle produc-
tion activities for an entire year. Figures 2 through Pregnant dry cows
14 illustrate the approach used to construct the
overview of the beef herd represented in Figure 1.
Figures 15 through 18 are additional diagrams Figure 2.
used to represent the different animal phases
(cows/calves/heifers/bulls) in the herd.
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"CALVING STARTS" in the group of pregnant
dry cows at a date approximated by adding the esti-
mated gestation length for this particular breed of BREING o.

cows to the dateby the length of the herd's breeding season andThe "CALVING PERIOD" lasts for a period estab-
lished by the length of the herd's breeding season and
is illustrated by a dark "shaded" area on the diagram. '
The end of the calving period is labeled "CALVING Figure 4.
ENDS" on the diagram. (Figure 3)

1


