
mites have been identified as causing serious prob- adults pierce the shuck and feed on the developing
lems in several areas of the United States. Of these, kernels. Activity is most concentrated from the time
the grass mite, the two spotted spider mite and the kernels begin to form and continues during the milk
red spider mite are important, stage of development. A loss of quality and quantity

Stem-type borers. Several species of stem borers can be expected to occur even when populations are
can be found attacking sweet corn in the United very low, particularly during the early silk through
States. The European corn borer probably is the most the milk stage.
widely distributed and probably causes the most Corn-silk fly. The corn-silk fly is a pest that can
damage. However, this pest is found in Florida only cause heavy damage to the developing ears, destroy-
in isolated areas along the Alabama and Georgia ing the market value of corn. The adult is approxi-
border. The larvae overwinter in field debris. In the mately 3/16 to 1/4 inch in length. Females lay eggs
spring, after pupation the adult moth lays eggs on on or near the tip of the ear after the silks begin to
leaf surfaces. The larvae first feed on the leaf surfaces show. Hundreds of eggs may be found on a single
and midribs, then bore into the stems. Larger larvae tip. The eggs hatch in about 2 to 4 days, resulting
often tunnel and feed in the stem and the ear, result- in maggots. The maggots feed down the silk channel,
ing in stem and ear breakage, where they ultimately feed on the kernels. The mag-

The lesser corn stalk borer is an important pest gots feeding on the silk also interfere with normal
in the southeastern production areas. Dry warm pollination. Damage is usually more extensive along
weather seems to favor the development of this pest. the borders of a field.
The lesser cornstalk borer is a pest of many crops in
this area. The feeding activity can produce
"deadheart" condition of young plants. One of the Dis
identifying features of this pest is a silken tube lead- Diseases
ing away from the infected plant stem or root. The
larvae will bore into the stem and can kill young Sweet corn tends to have fewer diseases than field
corn plants that are approximately 10 inches or less corn in most localities because sweet corn is usually
in height. Older larger plants respond to attack by in the field for a shorter period of time and it is
becoming stunted or by heaving tillering resulting purposely harvested prior to fruit maturation. Those
in "bushy" or additional sucker growth. diseases which have predominated in Florida-

Pests of the ear. The fall armyworm and the corn produced sweet corn will be discussed herein. Publi-
earworm are serious pests of the ear. The corn ear- cations that are produced in areas outside of Florida,
worm eggs are generally laid on the silks and the such as the Compendium Of Corn Diseases (pub-
young larvae consume the silks until they locate gen- lished by the American Phytopathological Society),
erally in the tip of the ear. The corn earworm will are excellent resource materials but should not be
consume young developing kernels, silk and the ten- used as a sole-source diagnostic aid. As is the case
der tip of the cob. Usually only one or perhaps two with all plant diseases, accurate identification is im-
corn earworms per ear are found. The fall armyworm portant when seeking control. Too often, diseases are

eggs are laid in masses of 100 to 150. Upon egg hatch- misdiagnosed in the field; this situation can lead to

ing, the young larvae will migrate to the protection costly misdirected control tactics. Once you have had
of the tight leaf axils or other such niches as behind a disease diagnosed in your sweet corn, it is possible
the developing ears. The fall armyworm will feed on that it will occur again in future years.
foliage but does not hesitate to bore into the ear. Seedling blights. Seedling blights, often called
Entries into the ear may be at the silk end but com- damp off, are commonly caused by fungi that occur
monly are found on the sides of the ear at any loca- naturally in the soil and sometimes by fungi carried
tion. The fall armyworm will also frequently make with the seed. Seedling blights can occur before or
entries into the ear from the blind or stalk side. It after emergence. For Florida-produced sweet corn,
is not unusual to find multiple worms in the ear the following fungi appear to be the primary causes
where they will feed on kernels in close proximity to of seedling blights: Pythium spp., Rhizoctonia spp.,
where they bored into the ear. Fusarium spp., and Penicillium spp. Control of these

Stink bugs. Stink bugs are frequently found in
large numbers feeding on ears of corn. There are
several species that frequent corn fields (green and
brown colored). The nymphs (immature) as well as
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