
W: Well, that is when hunting season is, I guess. Of course, I
always try to get a bunch of them and put them in the
freezer, and they are good all during the summer. But the
winter months are the only time I have ever hunted them.

P: Did you ever see wildcats? You call them wildcats?

W: Yes, I shot a panther one time.

P: You shot a panther?

W: Yes.

P: The one with the long tail, or the one with the short tail?

W: No, the long tail. The short-tailed one is a bobcat. A
panther is a different color normally, although they can be
the same color as a bobcat. This one was black from his
head and front shoulder down to his middle, and then he
started lightening up to dark gray. Then on his hind
quarter on down he was light gray. I do not believe he was
a full-grown panther, but I am not sure of that. I think he
was trying to catch some quail. There was a covey of quail
-- two coveys, in fact--that stayed right around my yard all
the time. There were some brush piles around there.

Well, my brother and I had been deer hunting. We were just
coming in, and I told him, "I heard the quail. There must
be a rattlesnake trying to get them." I just assumed it was
a rattlesnake because they are bad about catching quail. I
figured it was either that or a house cat from one of the
neighbors. There is nothing that will do more damage to a
covey of quail than a house cat. Quail will usually go in a
pattern, and a house cat can just sit right there and wait
for them. He has a lot of patience, and he will just sit
there--sneaking. When they come over, why, he has got one.
I have seen them catch them time after time; I know they
will. That is why I do not like to see people let their
house cats get about half wild. They will breed and will
raise other cats. Then directly you have a bunch of wild
house cats in the woods. That is the reason there are
hardly any birds.

This cat was out there, but, of course, I did not have any
idea [it was a cat]. I just took my gun out of the truck,
and I said, "What just a minute. Let me walk around there.
I am just about sure it is a rattlesnake." There was an
opening for a little ways, and then it got heavily wooded.
Some of the quail, the old ones, were sitting in the trees
making this noise. I do not know if you have ever heard
quail make a noise when they are calling their little ones
just to tell them not to move or anything.

P: Yes, I have.
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