
these rivers down here. That is how we get our high rivers.
There will not be any rain to speak of, but the rivers will
still be high. Of course, if you just go along and look,
you can see that there is a tremendous boil in the bottom of
the Suwannee and Santa Fe and other rivers. It cannot be
coming from anywhere but the northern part of the country.
Look at the Ichetucknee. Pretty water like that year round
has to be coming from somewhere.

P: Do you know any folk remedies that your mother might have
used, like for colds, cough, cramps, warts? I have a whole
list.

W: No, I do not, Cathy. The only thing that I remember is that
I was always told that my father could take a wart off
anything.

P: He was a healer.

W: Well, I have heard so many people say, "I had these warts,
and I could not work with them, so I went to your dad." I
think warts used to be a more abundant than they are now. I
think they used to be more a problem then. Not only people,
but animals, too. My mother told me we had cow that had
warts all over. She said she had warts on her ears and eye
lids until you could hardly see her eyes. And she said that
my father took the warts off the cow.

P: How did he do it?

W: I do not know. All I ever heard was people used to tell me
that when they would go to him to have him take their warts
off he would rub them, or rub part of them or something, and
say, "They will be gone the next time you look at them," or
something like that. And a few days to a week later there
would not be any warts anymore. I cannot help but believe
that there was something to these stories, because it was
not only him, but I have heard a lot of other people that
could do this, too. But it is really hard to believe.

P: Yes, but I have heard it. I have been asking the people
that I have interviewed about folk remedies, and they say
that there are different remedies for warts. They say that
sometimes there would be a healer--they called them healers
--who could heal warts by touching them and saying
something, and they would be gone.

W: I know my mother has told me about this cow. In fact, that
was the most amazing thing that she had every seen, because
the cow had warts all over. See, back then you did not see
your cattle every day; it was maybe once every six months
you saw them. We had cattle from the mouth of the Santa Fe
to Rock Bluff, through the woods and everywhere.

P: Did you have them branded, or how did you know they were
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