
out once they get in. They hardly ever get out if they go
in through two muzzles.

P: Where do you put it for catfish? In rocky areas?

W: Everybody does it differently. If you cut open a catfish,
there will usually be a crawfish in him. A crawfish, of
course, hangs around the rocky places, so I like to fish for
them around rocky places.

P: How many can you get in one trap, if you are lucky?

W: Well, if you are lucky you can get a hundred or more. It is
according to how many it will hold.

P: How about brim and shell crackers? Do you bait that trap?

W: No, you just put it out there and hope. I mean, just keep
your fingers crossed. It used to be very common to catch a
bunch of perch, but nowadays there just are not that many.

P: [Begin new interview session. Ed.] This is Cathy Puckett
continuing an interview with Billy Wilkerson. The date is
August 17, 1982, and we are at his home in Gilchrist County,
Florida.

W: What do you want to go over to start with?

P: How about we go over some of the things you just told me.

W: About the catfish?

P: Yes, about the catfish, but first of all the people. I want
to get that name down.

W: Oh, flat-wood hoosiers.

P: Flat-wood hoosiers. What are they?

W: Well, see, we were in the Cow Creek area of Gilchrist
County. That is a creek that goes into the Santa Fe River
about five miles above where the Santa Fe goes into the
Suwannee. It goes through a flat, wooded region that is
owned by a lot of paper companies now, and I guess probably
when I was growing up. I was growing up in the sand hill
area, which is full of blackjacks and post oaks.

P: Is that where you got you taste for gopher tortoises?

W: Right. Near the Suwannee River people lived in the flat
woods; they were flat-wood hoosiers. We would say, "Do you
want to go visit so-and-so? They live in flat woods, right?
They are flat-wood hoosiers." I mean, there were people
there who never farmed or owned land as such; most of them
never homesteaded. They would just come out and build a
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