
have one egg left in her. I finally picked her up--she was
heavy--and got her over the fence.

P: Did she struggle?

W: Oh, yes, she struggled some, but not much. I put a two-by-
four in her mouth. She was snapping at me, and she bit a
chunk out of that two-by-four. You know how thick a two-by-
four is. I just stuck it in her mouth. I got her up here,
drove the truck down there, and loaded her into the back of
the truck. I thought I was going to have to get the tractor
with a boon and hoist down there, but I did not. I mean,
she was that heavy. She was big, over a hundred pounds, and
she was struggling, too, which, of course, made it worse. I
sure did not want her to bite me. I tried to keep her head
away from me and all that.

P: How long was her neck? Pretty long?

W: Well, they are not long like a softshell, but they are long
enough that she could reach around bite you.

P: If you are not careful.

W: Yes. If she slipped out of your hand and dropped on your
foot, chheew! Anyway, I got her in the back of the truck
and brought her here. I shot her with a rifle, and we
butchered that turtle. I do not know how many pounds of
meat we got, but it was [a lot]. It was just like
softshell; you could not tell the difference.

P: It was good meat.

W: Delicious. Just use salt, pepper, and flour, and fry it.
It is just tender. It is like a softshell. There are
several different types of meats--white meat and dark meat.

P: So they have white meat and dark meat.

W: Yes.

P: And you salt and pepper it and flour it?

W: Yes, and fry it just like a country-fried steak or like
fried chicken.

P: You just eat the legs, or do you eat more than that?

W: No.

P: It is not like a gopher where you generally eat just the
legs?

W: No. It does not have a backbone, either. It grows right to
the shell, just like a gopher [tortoise]. It is built just
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