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R: of people didn't fish there, if you didn't people out and caught some

fish down there.

P: Catfish?

R: No, we had all kind of fish. Brim, Caught some catfish, but mostly brim.

P: Did you every hear of anyone dynamiting?

R: Yes, I sure have.

P: Do you know any stories about dynamiting? I remember you telling me one last week?

R: Well, I knew one boy, I knew this boy real well. He was down at Heart Springs and climbed

up in a tree. They dynamited mullet because mullet, they tell me, don't bite a hook

very well, and in that clear water, sometimes, there's schools of mullet come up there and

oh, there'll just be a big school of them, and as clear as crystal you can see them. So

he had climbed;upiin one of the cypress trees there and was going to dynamite them which

was illegal, but a lot of people did it anyone. Especially before we had our game and

fresh water fish commission, like we did. But he was up in the tree and dipped the

dynamite. For some reason, he thought it wasn't going off. You know how dynamite, how

they do it, it has a fuse on it, like a firecracker and he thought it had gone out and

so he attempted to light it again, is what they thought happened and it went off in his

hand, knocked him out of tree and they said blew him to pieces.

P: So he died.

R: Oh, yes. He was dead before he hit the, I'm sure, before he hit the water.

P: So did they do try to dynamite to try to get a lot of fish? It would kill....

R: Yeah. It would kill a lot of fish. I don't know. My folks never did dynamite. They said

it was illegal, but I know it was done a whole lots. But they tell me that the fish were

really not that good that were dynamited, that they were not that tasty. It did something

to them...

P: Uh huh.

R: ...when they were dynamited.

P,:

R: When they were killed by dynamite, I'm not sure they .. ._

P: (laughter) Church was probably very important.

R: Oh, yes. You looked forward to that because that was, that was your social life to a


