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P: This is Cathy Puckett interviewing Mr... What is your name?

C: Carver.

P: And your first name?

C: Lawrence.

P: Mr. Lawrence Carver of White Springs, Florida and the date is July 21, 1982. If you could

just right here. First of all, Mr. Chance told me to ask

you about the fire in White Springs.

C: Well, I told him that yarn long time ago. I've told a lot of people about it, I reckon

here. The Baptist parson's, Baptist church preacher's house caught on fire about noon one

day and I was a little kid. I imagine I was six years old. I was walking down the street

by the big store, right there on and I looked up between the store

building and saw a two story building back there, by washtub, and

I run to the first store and told them and run to the next store and told them and all the

men folks going over to the Baptist church parsonage to fight the fire with buckets, you

know.

P: Uh huh.

C: So they had to send over there to get some able-bodied men to try to get up on top of that

two-story house and they never made it up. It burned on down. It burned the whole block

and there, I think there were three hotels.

P: And that was including this hotel, the Spring Hotel.

C: No.

P: No. It was a, the Hyatt hotel and I don't remember the other name.

P.: Mutual?

C: No. That was. But anyway, they'd just built one of the

hotels and just finished, :was going to open next week. It went up in smoke, too.

P: Oh, no. So the whole block essentially just went up in fire.

C: The whole, the whole block went up.

P: And the only fire control you had were men with buckets.


