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M: All right, They didn't have, they'd just leave their houses and they'd just take and clean

out a bedroom or the living room, whichever one they wanted you to dance in, take everything

out and make that room vacant and move in there and square dance all night.

P: Uh huh.

M: And have someone to play the fiddle and pick the guitar. Now, we didn't know what it was,

we didn't know nothing about a records. The onliest phonograph that I ever saw was the

folks there in __which owned the store. Well, some of the

are in Fargo, now. But he had a store out at Dayton, Georgia. My

daddy used to have the store and then he gave it to He had a

grand conversion in his life and the way he done and he said the Lord had dealt with him and

dealt with him and he had to give everything away. And he quit there the life he'd been

living and the store and all and he gave it away. Then when he

died he had, oh, I don't know, he had several thousand acres of land he owned, but he said

he'd got it honest, you know, didn't have to sell goods on the Sabbath and things. He was

really a Christian man. It made a Christian out of him and he said, If I

__ have this. You know one of the first that ever come out that plays the rounds?

Have you ever seen them? I know that you've been to the museum and seen those round....

P:

M: Uh huh. That's the kind he had. Well we thought it was the grandest thing, and you know

there weren't many but us kinds would go visit them and we'd all get off and play them old

phonograph records, you know, and we'd play them, We had a horn. Big old long horn, you

know. But then, when we danced, we had someone to play the fiddle and pick the guitar and

then one man set and beat the strings, the straws, whatever you want to do. You take two

broom straws and he'd set there and beat that on the neck of that fiddle.

P: Take two broom straws.

M: You know you'd go out, we'd go and used to gather the straw out of the woods or fields.

Broomstraw. We called it broomstraw and ring it off, you know, and made brooms to sweep the

floors with and then Palmettos to brooms to sweep the floor with, too. And they'd take,

they'd have the old straw broom up and pick them out two good fat straws out of it, you know,

about that long, break them off about that long.

?: About a foot.


