
here in Marion County. And right down to well including

United States Senator Park Trammell who was apparently a

very good friend of mine because he recommended me in an

appointment to West Point which I turned down. And I

figured there was influence down to Nat Mayo who was a

Marion County man who had known my grandfather since the

early days of each of them. And Claude Pepper himself. I

figured that something might be done to get Kirkman out of

the Army, where he was stationed in the Army. We knew where

he was and so we figured, I suggested that I write to him.

I wish that I had kept copies of that, but that was part of

the stuff in the trunk and that I had gotten his reply back

to see just how it was. He responded and he welcomed any

support that we could give him. And the one letter that I

have here in my file right now reflects his attitude about

me when he was writing to me when I got hurt that one time

later on in '45, or '46. But he wrote some very personal

things. He was anxious to get back to the Patrol. So

knowing that he was in Ft. George Meade in Maryland, why as

I say, I wrote to him and got his reply back. Well Governor

Caldwell had taken office and from all indications it looked

like he was just going to instill a little merit in the

Patrol. We felt very confident that this man was going to

make things straight down the road. So between Tobe Bass

and myself, we seemed through the families and friends to

help get Kirkman out of the Army and to appeal to Governor

Caldwell, which was successful. My side obtained Senator

Pepper's influence. He was the United States Senator then.

He wasn't just the Congressman after George Smathers had his

little set to with him. We were able to get Nathan Mayo, Ed
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