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contributions and be my own man.

K: Right.

P: If I had taken a thousand dollars from a man and he later
come to me and said, "Pete, I want you to appoint my son
to West Point," I would feel like I had appointed that
boy and sold the appointment. On the other hand I, if
I didn't appoint, I'd feel like an ingrate. So I didn't
take and a person going to be postmaster and all. I just,
I didn't, I'd thank them and send it back. Of course ex-
penses were not like they are now.

K: Yes.

P: Because I never, the most I ever spent in any one campaign
was, oh, just four thousand dollars.

K: Basically what one would have had to do then is just go
from town to town and county seat to county seat?

P: Yes, and make the speeches and they hired a sound wagon
with a loudspeaker on it, and they'd go up there and they'd
play that tune and then you'd gather a crowd, you'd say
"howdy" and speak a little bit, shake hands and go to the
next town. I made ten, ten speeches a day that way.
Started at Lakeland and wound up at Ft. Myers once. It's
a different kind of campaigning that they do now.

K: Did the, did the state Democratic committee try to get the
candidates to go out together?

P: They, usually the county committees arranged the rallies
and then the state committee kind of coordinated. They
knew when the rally was and they'd tell the state candidates.

K: I see.

P: Yes, and now in the general election, the state would take
over and have rallies. For instance, I campaigned with
Colonel Lee, who was elected comptroller and all. We were,
we were sent together. We would speak about four times.
One, we'd alternate. While he was speaking in one little
town, I'd speak and then we'd, I'd go down and be the
third speaker down there and he'd be the third speaker....


