
17

K: He wasn't a storyteller then?

P: No, the, I'll tell you a little story that illustrates this
thing. The, he was remarkable for knowing people, and they
said if he met you a year, he'd know you a year later and all
that. Well, they tell the story that he was campaigning over
at Sarasota and a man came in and said, "Well, and how are
you Brother so-and-so?" And he said, "How are you getting
along?" He said, "Fine." He said, "I see you're still riding
the same old grey mule." And so some of them said to him,
"Senator, how did you know he was riding that grey mule?"
He said, "I looked at his britches and saw grey mule hairs on
them." They told that on him, he didn't deny it. He'd smile
and joke about it.

K: So his memory is not misrepresented then?

P: No, no.

K: He did have this remarkable memory...

P: It was remarkable.

K: ...for names and faces?

P: He had a photographic memory.

K: Would that apply to things he read as well as to people he met?

P: I think, yes, I think it would.

K: It did.

P: Because I know now, the, at the time when he made one of the
speeches in the park, he was a great admirer of Henry Grady.

K: Was he?

P: Yes, and he quoted from Henry Grady's speech at Elberton,
Georgia, and his New South several times, and sometimes,
though, in quoting those, he failed to tell them where the
quotes began and one of the newspapers--I've forgotten what
it was--had a charge of plagiarism. But he replied just,
"Anybody taking, paid enough attention should have known."
But he was a great admirer of Grady. Grady was this great
southern orator.


