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Mr. Thompson begins the interview by describing his early education, life during the 
Depression, and the public perception of President Franklin Roosevelt (page 1-2).  He 
then discusses farming in south Florida and the plight of sharecroppers (page 3).  Mr. 
Thompson and Mr. O’Neal recall how they heard about the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) and compare their experience  to army recruitment (page 4-5).  Mr. Thompson 
talks about the time limits of the program; he personally enrolled three times because 
there was no other employment available (page 6-7).  They both explain the different 
positions within the CCC and their corresponding pay levels (page 8).  Mr. O’Neal 
analyzes racial segregation in the camp (page 9-10).   
 
They review the different projects undertaken: road building, putting up fences, and 
reforesting (page 11, 14).  Mr. Thompson explains the relationship with white 
administrators (page 12).  They talk about law enforcement in the camp, physical 
requirements, and the issue of choice of camps (page 13).  Then, community relations 
are discussed, and they point out the effect of different camps’ reputations (page 15).  
Mr. Thompson talks about joining the CCC with friends and the hazing of rookies (page 
16).  They both relate the racial hierarchy of labor in the camps as identical to society in 
general (page 17).  They mention the role of seniority in the organization and the added 
responsibilities it carries (page 18-19). 
 
They again mention the various types of labor, the intensity of the work, and describe a 
typical day in the field (page 19-20).  They talk about the skills acquired during the 
experience, for example, being an understudy to a secretary (page 21).  They discuss 
the conditions of the camp: the toilets, sprinklers, and barracks (page 22).  Discipline 
and punishment are mentioned, and they then turn to a discussion of moonshine, its 
legality, and its appeal to the workers (page 23-24).  They recall the recreational events 
of camp life: ball games, card games, dances, movies, shopping, etc. (page 25).  
Education and literacy classes were also available at the camp (page 26).   
 
They discuss desertion (page 27) as well as the medical facilities and doctors that were 
available to them (page 28).  They talk about homesickness and the leave policy (page 
28-29).  They treat racial tensions as a problem among individuals rather than a camp 
issue (page 30).  The CCC was not seen as controversial, as fascist or socialist, but 
rather as a good program that accepted anyone who wanted work (page 31).  They feel 
that the CCC was deserving of its reputation as one of the New Deal’s best programs, 
but do not believe it would be successful today (page 32).  Mr. Thompson discusses 
how the program helped prepare him for military service (page 33).  He talks about the 
CCC as a godsend for the south during a time of famine and as a significant program 
for African-Americans (page 34).  They both feel a sense of pride when seeing physical 
evidence of old CCC projects in the present day (page 35).  Finally, they talk about life 
after leaving the CCC and the fate of some of their fellow workers (page 36-37). 


