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William Dickson McDonald, born July 5, 1913 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
and came to teach at the University of Florida in 1948.  In pages 1 - 3, McDonald 
speaks of the schools in Canada as well as going to the law school in Toronto and in 
Michigan.  He mentions is book Fraud on the Widows Share about inter vivos.  He 
discusses the differences in the Canadian and American legal education as well as an 
article he is working on, “Canadian and American Attitudes Toward the Legal Process: 
the Role of Legal Education. 

In pages 4 and 5 McDonald discusses acquiring a teaching position at Wayne 
State University in 1946, just prior to when he would have started practicing law outside 
of the University experience. He speaks of his experience with the Canadian Army in 
early 1944 as well as of his parents. 

In pages 6 - 11 McDonald recalls coming to the University of Florida in 1948 as a 
visiting professor and then of being hired on permanently through correspondence.  
McDonald recounts his first experiences with Gainesville, the University, and the Law 
School. 

From pages 11 - 22 McDonald expands on the University, professors, and 
students during his first years in Gainesville. McDonald speaks about Vietnam, the 
integration of the University, as well as the arrangement of the Canadian government.  
He speaks about the girls in the law school, the relationships with the students and 
professors, and the student veterans. 

Pages 22 - 25 covers McDonald’s time teaching international law in Cambodia, 
Brazil and Luxembourg in addition to his experience learning French as well as other 
languages for such teaching positions. 

From pages 25 - 27 McDonald talks about the various committees at the 
University and his experiences on the disciplinary committee, as well as the long range 
planning committee from 1962 - -64.  He recounts the law school recommendations 
that the committee had made. 

In pages 27 - 29 McDonald recounts his heart attacks and the changes that he 
has made on his life due to them.  He reflects of the preparation that he puts in to 
teaching his courses, the courses subject matter, and the courses he has taught.  
McDonald also discusses the monies that have been donated to the school. 

Within pages 29 - 32 he recalls the transition from Dean Fenn to Dean Maloney.  
He also makes comment on the new building, the availability of research assistants, the 
changes in the students themselves as well as in the classes and commencement 
ceremony.  

McDonald concludes in pages 32 - 35 with an overview of his life decision to go 
into teaching versus practicing law.  He discusses his children, his wife and his 
hobbies.  In the end, McDonald speaks of his future retirement, the sports in college, as 
well as the many members of the faculty that have been his students. 


