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On page 1-4, Ms. McFarlin provides information about her childhood and her early involvement in 

journalism before, during, and after attending UF.  On page 5-7, she defines the qualities of a good 

reporter, details the transition of jobs in the newspaper business with reference to her own career, and 

explains each position’s responsibilities.  On page 7-10, she talks about how being a woman 

influenced her career, citing Katharine Graham’s role-modeling, as well as other important women in 

journalism.   

 

On page 10-13, Ms. McFarlin explains the impact of New York Times on the papers it owns and how 

corporate-profits affect the quality and size of the newspaper.  She also states that the Sarasota paper 

produces zoned editions. On page 13-16, she cites some of the greatest achievements that the 

Gainesville Sun has accomplished, and tries to define the paper’s responsibility to get the community 

engaged in public issues like growth management.  She also mentions how she returned to Sarasota 

in 1990 to be the new executive editor and compares the responsibilities between the Sarasota and 

Gainesville jobs.   

 

On page 16-19, Ms. McFarlin talks about the first computer system instituted at the Sarasota Herald-

Tribune, and the paper’s use of new technology to carry out its’ journalistic mission, including TV 

broadcast media, newspapers, and websites.  She also discusses launching the first twenty-four hour 

cable news channel in Florida (SNN – Sarasota News Network) and how it serves the Sarasota 

population on a local level.  On page 20-22, she discusses how websites provide additional 

information and expanded coverage.  She also cites the circulation and readership numbers, how 

technology could affect the future of newspapers, and the Herald-Tribune and SNN’s greatest 

competitors.   

 

On page 23-26, Ms. McFarlin recalls being named publisher in 1999, and provides information on 

some of the responsibilities, problems, and goals with her new job. She briefly notes her involvement 

in local groups like the Community Foundation, new practices she implemented to improve 

community responsiveness, and summarizes the most important functions of the paper.  On page 27-

30, she compares the trust readers have in the newspaper to their distrust in politicians.  She details 

how readership, reporters, and letters to the editor have changed since she first started at the Sarasota 

paper. She also talks about  her influence on editorial decisions, and the paper’s editorial impact on 

elections.   

 

On page 31-32, Ms. McFarlin  mentions being on the liberal end of politics, defines liberal media 

and how it affects politics, and recalls the Bush-Gore election of 2000, particularly the criticisms of 

the media resultant from that election’s coverage.  On page 32-35, she recalls serving on the Pulitzer 

Committee and the National Accrediting Council for Colleges Committee and provides information 

on them and their judging criteria.   On page 36-38, she talks about the impact Nelson Poynter and 

the Poynter Institute had on Florida newspapers, reveals the difference between European and 

American newspapers, and shares her opinion of USA TODAY.  She concludes on page 39 by 

reflecting on receiving the University of Florida’s Distinguished Alumnus Award.   


