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Tommy Greene discusses his early life on page 1, with particular reference to an accident, where he 

fell under some logs, that shaped his life profoundly.  This leads into a discussion of working in the 

turpentine industry, as Mr. Greene did, on page 2-4. His educational background is treated (pages 4-

6), as well as his military service (6).  Mr. Greene discusses at length how, after returning from the 

military, he became disenchanted with the farming life and had to look for a new career (pages 7-8).   

Thus, Mr. Greene started the Madison County Carrier, and his travails in starting a newspaper with 

no prior experience can be found on page 8-9.  He relates how he saved since he was a boy to have 

the money now available to him for this new career (10), what the first edition looked like (11), how 

it went over in the community (12), and how things changed as he became more established (13). He 

also talks about the competition in Madison County (14) and how he differentiated his newspaper by 

working closely with the police force for sensational news coverage (15).  With regard to his 

competition, he talks at great length about the business deals that his rivals underwent (16), Mr. 

Greene’s own expansion of his journalistic holdings (16; 18-22; 25) and how various individuals 

tried to buy Mr. Greene out (17).     

 

Speaking more broadly, Mr. Greene articulates what his goals were in starting a newspaper (22-23), 

and what his belief is regarding the function of a newspaper (23).  He also talks about his policy in 

handling letters to the editor (23-24), editorials (23), and national syndicated columnists (24).  He 

then addresses his noteworthy tenure as member and leader of the Florida Press Association (25-28). 

 

On page 29, Mr, Greene describes how his audience and Madison County have changed since he 

began his journalism career (29-30).  He talks about politics and his activities in the community (30; 

34; 38), his competition from other types of media (31), pressures from advertisers (32) and the 

advent of new technology on the newspapering business ( 31; 32; and 33 with regard to his low-

power community access TV station).   He asserts his views on the issue of capital punishment on 

page 35-36 (while relating some specific incidents that he has personally been involved with 

witnessing executions).  He gives his position on the worth of a journalism degree in today’s job 

market and the state of the profession today, particularly with regard to the weekly independent 

newspaper (36-37) and by way of contrast to newspaper chains (38). He concludes with an 

assessment of his own contentedness with his career and a profession of his perennial luckiness 

throughout his lifetime (39-40). 

 

 

 

 


