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Mr. Bowden opens his interview by discussing his early interest in journalism while growing up in 

Altha, Florida, as well as his first exposure to newspaper business (page 1).  In 1947, he enrolled at 

Florida State University, ending up as a journalism major, where he recalls specifically the influence 

of Professor Earl Vance (page 2).  On page 3, he discusses the merits of a liberal arts background for 

the journalism training, as well as the pressures of FSU’s administration on the student newspaper 

while he was a student.  This latter discussion is supplemented with an anecdote about a student 

editor being forced from his position by the FSU administration (page 4).   

 

Page 5-6 contains Mr, Bowden’s recollections on what he did for early journalistic experience, 

particularly during his two-year tenure in the Air Force.  He talks about his lack of formal training as 

a cartoonist, cartooning role models that he admires, and his own technique (page 7-9).  Page 9 also 

contains his beginnings (in 1953) at the Pensacola News Journal, and page 10, his background in 

sports reporting.  Page 11, he talks about his responsibilities after being elevated to news editor. 

He also discusses the differences between morning and afternoon papers (page 12-13). 

 

Mr. Bowden soon became editorial page editor, the duties of which are described on page 13-14.  He 

shares his thoughts on the difficulties of writing editorials (page 14), his own political beliefs (page 

15), and the flack he received for being pro-civil rights in a conservative town (page 16-17).  He also 

discusses the nature of newspapers giving political endorsements (page 17-18) and whether they are 

effective (18-19).  He talks specifically of the Claude Kirk-Robert King High gubernatorial race in 

1966 (page 19), along with a general assessment of Kirk’s tenure (page 20).  Also on page 20, he 

recounts his perspective on how politics in the Pensacola area have changed, while later, he discusses 

the Askew administration (41-44) and his coverage of the Florida legislature (40-41).   

 

Page 21 regards Mr. Bowden’s promotion to editor in chief. He also speaks to the newspaper as 

being Perry-owned (page 22) and later, the changes when the paper was bought by Gannett (page 23-

24; see also page 37).  He discusses USA TODAY as a newspaper and as a concept (page 24-26), 

which leads into a broader monologue on the influence of technology on newspapering (26).  With 

regard to the News Journal, he speaks of other media competitors, including TV and radio stations 

(page 27-28), when he took charge as editor.  His specific goals and problems encountered as he took 

over are covered in page 28-29, as well as the changing roles of women, minorities, newspaper 

audiences, and reporting in general in the journalism business (30-33). 

 

Page 33-34 regard Mr. Bowden’s conception of a newspaper’s function and his comparison of the 

News Journal to other papers of comparable circulation.  He talks of his policies on letters to the 

editors (34-36), syndicated columnists (36), advertiser discontent (37-39), and his involvement with 

Florida journalism societies (page 39-40).  He also gives considerable attention to the development 

of key sectors of Pensacola’s growth and development: University of West Florida (44), historical 

preservation in Pensacola (45-47), Pensacola Junior College (48), and the military-Pensacola 

relationship (48).  He concludes with a remembrance of the great journalists of his era (specifically  

Jim Clendenin and Malcolm Johnson) on pages 49-50, and his reflections on his success on 

accomplishing the personal goals of his career (pages 50-51).   



 


