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Lucy Morgan, Pulitzer Prize winning reporter, gives a brief background sketch on page 1, 

followed by her memories of her first job in journalism at the Ocala Star Banner on pages 2-3.  

These memories are supplemented by her musings on her efforts to balance a home-life with her 

career, while dealing with male competition in the workplace (3-4), as well as her college 

education and high school journalism experience (7-8; see also page 41).  Starting on page 4, Ms. 

Morgan discusses how she came to work for the St. Petersburg Times, complete with whom she 

worked with and what she did.  This includes her current husband and fellow journalist, Richard 

Morgan (page 6; see also page 42).   

 

Page 6-7 also contains one of her exploits: after speculating on the actions of a grand jury, she 

was threatened with jail-time if she did not reveal her source, and ultimately had to be vindicated 

by the Florida Supreme Court.  Similar anecdotes from her varied career include her coverage of 

drug smuggling in Dixie and Taylor Counties in 1982 (8-10) and her investigation into Pasco 

County corruption (12-19), the story that eventually yielded the Pulitzer (19-20). Page 10-12 

shows Ms. Morgan’s research habits and values, as well as showing her opinion on the label 

“investigative reporter.” 

 

Ms. Morgan subsequently moved to Tallahassee to cover the state Capitol (20-22), giving her a 

unique perspective with which to comment on Florida governors and Sandy D’Alemberte, 

president of Florida State University (22-23).  She also shares her observations on Lawton Chiles 

(25-7) and his death (42-3), Florida Senate leader Dempsey Barron (27-9), lobbyists (29-32), and 

the interaction between legislators and lobbyists (32).  

 

She also reflects on her tenure as a member of the Times board (24-5), the uniqueness of the 

Times (38-9), her connections with professional journalism groups (37), and her dedication to 

her career despite many other job offers (38).  Ms. Morgan also comments on the many awards 

she has won (34), the advantages of being a woman reporter (35) and the influence on female 

role models from her family (41), and how she has dealt with her increased professional stature 

(35-36).  A recent mishap that broke her ankle, and the resultant effect on her job is discussed on 

page 39.  She concludes with a call for reporters to end their attitude of arrogance as a way to 

evaluate their service to the public (43).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


