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Garth Reeves, Sr.  

 

 

Garth Reeves begins the interview by talking about his parents and the newspaper they started in 

Miami (page 1).  He talks about his early activities at The Miami News (page 2).  Reeves enters 

the military during World War II (page 3).  He talks about the segregation he faced and how that 

influenced his feelings toward the United States (pages 3-6).  He describes Overtown in the 

1930s (pages 6-7).  He also speaks about the changes Overtown experienced as a result of 

Interstate 95's construction (pages 7-8).  Experiences with racism and violence are mentioned 

(page 8).  Reeves discusses his studies at Florida A&M (pages 8-9).  He becomes active in the 

NAACP in Miami (pages 9-10). He mentions how the newspaper helped push the civil rights 

agenda, advocated change, and found results (pages 10-12). 

 

Reeves speaks about the newspaper’s editorial position on certain politicians throughout the 

years (pages 12-13).  He talks about the relationship between the police and the African 

American community in Miami, and offers his opinions on the actions of various civil rights 

leaders (page 14).  He mentions how The Miami News has been received by the white community 

(pages 14-15).  Reeves describe s how he helped desegregate Miami’s public beaches (page 15).  

He explains the position The Miami News took on the civil rights issue (page 16).  He mentions 

his activities with the United Way, the Boy Scouts and other civic organizations (pages 17-18).  

Reeves talks about the main advertisers at The Miami News (page 18).  

 

Reeves speaks about the role and function of newspapers (page 20).  He mentions how the 

paper’s audience has changed (page 21).  He talks about Miami’s Haitian population (page 21).  

He talks about the letters to the editor the newspaper receives (page 22).  Mentions how 

technology has changed the newspaper over the years (page 23).  Reeves mentions what 

columnists The Miami News publishes and assesses his personal contributions over the years 

(page 25). Finally, he answers questions about labor unions at the newspaper (page 26). 


