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Utilization-The harder blocks of coquina make a durable
building stone. The Spaniards used them to build their forti-
fications, and there is still a large local demand for them. The
softer and unconsolidated parts are used as an aggregate for
concrete and for building roads.

LOCAL DETAILS

Brevard County-Shell marls are widely distributed in
Brevard County, but the variety called coquina is restricted
to a narrow strip of mainland facing Indian River and to
the southern end of Merritt Island. The shell marls are cut
into by many drainage ditches.

A marl bed on Merritt Island has been dredged to a depth
of 3 to 5 feet for use on roads. This material contains much
sand and is locally consolidated into a resonant sandstone.

Coquina has been worked at several places in Brevard
County, particularly at Indian River City and 3 miles north
of Eau Gallie. It crops out along Indian River in a wave-cut
cliff 7 feet high at Rockledge and along the beach at low tide
at Indialantic. Both hard coquina and unconsolidated shells
are found a mile south of Indian River City in pits that show
8 to 14 feet of shelly material beneath 2 feet of loose sand.
The uppermost 2 to 4 feet of the coquina is hard; the lower
part is unconsolidated. A pit on the Carl H. Fay property,
3 miles north of Eau Gallie, shows 5 to 7 feet of consolidated
shells and shell fragments mixed with 7 to 3 5 percent of quartz
sand. Coquina is exposed also at the south end of Merritt
Island at Tropic and at low tide on Eau Gallie Beach.

A deposit of partly consolidated coquina is exposed in the
county road pit about 100 yards east of U.S. Highway 1
about 1 mile north of Mims. The beds there dip steeply
eastward as though deposited on a beach or bar. In the Hunt
rock pit about 1 mile west of Titusville the Anastasia contains
a good deal of sand, and the shells are better preserved than
is customary. The deposit is plainly cross-bedded. About
10 feet are exposed.

Many drainage canals near Melbourne cut into shell beds
of the Anastasia formation. A bed notable for the size of its
shells rises 5 feet above water level at the junction of the main


