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DEPOSITS OF MIDDLE PLIOCENE (HEMPHILL) AGE

ALACHUA FORMATION

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-The name "Alachua clays" was applied by Dall
(1892, p. 127) to the bone-bearing beds found "in sinks, gul-
lies, and other depressions in the Miocene, upper Eocene, and
later rocks of Florida, especially on the western anticline in
the higher portions of Alachua County and along the banks
of many rivers and streams." Matson and Clapp (1909, p.
133) included in the Alachua clay the Peace Creek bone bed
of Dall, "which appears to be a local phase of the formation
which may have been eroded and redeposited in its present
position."

Sellards (1910a, p. 32) applied the name "Dunnellon for-
mation" to the beds containing the hard-rock phosphate
deposits of the Dunnellon region. Later he concluded that
the Dunnellon and the Alachua are merely different facies of
a single formation and recommended that the name "Dun-
nellon" be no longer used and that the entire set of deposits
be called the Alachua formation. This usage, which involves
a considerable expansion of the original meaning of the Ala-
chua, was followed by Cooke and Mossom (1929, pp. 173-
179).

Characters-The part of the Alachua formation to which
the name was originally applied consists chiefly of clay. It
accumulated in ponds or sinks. Matson and Clapp (1909, p.
134) describe it as follows:

The Alachua clay consists of blue to gray sandy clay, which weathers
to light yellow or red from the presence of iron oxide. There is usually
sufficient clay to give the material a distinct plasticity, and sand is com-
monly present in considerable quantities. The weathered material is fre-
quently more or less concretionary as a result of the aggregation of the
iron oxide. The formation is nearly destitute of fossils except in a few
localities where it is filled with vertebrate remains.

The great bulk of the formation that Sellards called Dun-
nellon consists chiefly of compact white or gray sand. It
closely resembles the sand in the Hawthorn formation, from
which it no doubt was derived. The sand is roughly angular
and medium-coarse grained and is associated with variable


