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Clapp's (1909, p. 114) Choctawhatchee marl, in which Mans-
field (Cooke and Mossom, 1929, pp. 140, 141) recognized
three faunal zones and later (Mansfield, 1932, p. 9) added a
fourth. The lower two (Yoldia and Arca zones) are herein
transferred to the Shoal River formation; the upper two
(Ecphora and Cancellaria zones) are renamed Duplin marl.

The name Duplin marl is derived from Duplin County,
North Carolina, where the formation is typically exposed in
the Natural Well, 2 miles southwest of Magnolia. The name
was first used by Dall (1896, p. 40). The formation was
recognized in Georgia by Veatch and Stephenson (1911, p.
366) and in South Carolina by Cooke (1936, p. 117).

Characters-The most conspicuous part of the Duplin
is sandy shell marl containing more or less clay. The basal
beds of the Duplin at Alum Bluff are sandy and contain prints
of fossil leaves. The shell bed is overlain there by brown sandy
clay ("aluminous clay" of Dall and Stanley-Brown, 1894, p.
168), which may represent the Cancellaria zone of the Och-
lockonee River and elsewhere, which is more highly fossili-
ferous.

Thickness-The beds assigned to the Duplin marl at Alum
Bluff are 46 feet thick, but the top of the formation has been
eroded there. In Georgia the few exposures are only 5 to 16
feet thick. The greatest thickness known in South Carolina is
41 feet. According to Miller (1912, p. 239) the Duplin is
about 100 feet thick in North Carolina.

Distribution-In Georgia and South Carolina the Duplin
occurs as isolated patches of various sizes. As they are for the
most part covered by Pleistocene terrace deposits, the extent
of the Duplin has not accurately been determined. In Florida,
likewise, the extent is somewhat conjectural, but the Duplin
is known to underlie most of a large area extending from the
central part of Washington County eastward to Liberty
County and southward to the Gulf. Beds believed to be of
the same age crop out along both forks of Black Creek in
Clay County, in the northeastern part of Marion County, and
at Rock Springs in Orange County. Fossil shells of Duplin
age have also been dredged from Tampa Bay at St. Petersburg.

Stratigraphic relations-Everywhere from North Carolina


