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OLIGOCENE SERIES

GENERAL FEATURES

The Oligocene series, as interpreted by the United States
Geological Survey, is divided into three parts (Cooke, 1943).
The lowest, which includes the Red Bluff clay and the Forest
Hill sand of Mississippi, is not known to be represented in
Florida. The Marianna limestone and the overlying Byram
limestone together comprise the middle part to which the
name Vicksburg group is now restricted (MacNeil, 1944,
p. 1316). The Suwannee limestone and its littoral equivalent,
the Flint River formation, are of late Oligocene age. For some
years the Tampa limestone and the Alum Bluff group, now
classified as Miocene, were included in the Oligocene. It was
then customary to call the Tampa and the Alum Bluff "up-
per Oligocene;" what is now classified as upper Oligocene
was called "middle Oligocene;" and the present middle and
lower parts were called "lower Oligocene."

There is usually little doubt as to the location of the bound-
ary between the Eocene and the Oligocene where the rocks of
both series contain identifiable fossils, for there is a sharp
faunal break between them. The boundary between the Oli-
gocene and the Miocene is less well defined and is more arbi-
trary, and its determination has varied with different inter-
pretations of the location of the boundary in Germany and
Belgium, where the Oligocene is typically developed (Cooke,
1939b). The selection of the contact between the Suwannee
limestone and the Tampa limestone as the boundary between
the Oligocene and the Miocene is well considered, for the
contact marks a conspicuous change in the lithologic charac-
ter of the rocks and appears to be an unconformity; how-
ever, the faunal difference between the two adjacent forma-
tions is less pronounced than one would like.

DEPOSITS OF VICKSBURG AGE

MARIANNA LIMESTONE

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-Matson and Clapp (1909, pp. 51-52) gave the
name Marianna limestone to ". . . white limestones of west-


