
Redistribution of Traffic traffic growth should come from drivers who previously went else-
where to satisfy their needs.

Figure 4, Estimated Distribution of 1980 Daily Traffic Crossing

Proposed Bridge, gives a general measure of the traffic volume that With Main and Ocean Streets being materially relieved of their
will use the facility, and its distribution by general areas north of present traffic volumes, more traffic signal time can be allowed for
the proposed river crossing. Studies by the Florida State Road the east-west movement of traffic across them on Duval, Monroe,
Department have determined that approximately 70,000 vehicles Adams and Forsyth Streets. In addition, when these streets are
will use the bridge in the year 1980. Of this total, about 31,000 wish also improved to three moving traffic lanes instead of the existing
to continue to and from the north, while 39,000 will move west, to two lanes, it can readily be demonstrated that the proposed east-
and from the east end of the proposed distributor system shown on west one-way pairs of streets can adequately carry the anticipated
Figure 1. About 15,000 of the 39,000 will be moving to and from 1980 traffic with no greater interference to north-south traffic than
an area west of the downtown business district; this is the purpose exists today.
for which River Drive should be extended eastward to Market and
Liberty Streets. Not all of the traffic will use this by-pass, as it will Figure 6 clearly supports this statement. With the proposed traffic
be more convenient for many vehicles to by-pass to the north, and a distribution plan, traffic movements in all directions will be dis-
relatively small percent will, no doubt, continue to pass through persed over a much larger number of streets than are used today,
downtown. However, this facility would provide a very important thus permitting greatly increased volumes of traffic to move
"relief valve" and a more complete circulatory system. throughout the same general area.

Figure 4 also indicates an approximate equal distribution of the Operational Traffic Engineering
downtown traffic on each side of Main Street; there being about
12,000 trips to and from east of Main Street and this same approxi- It is entirely possible that the volumes of traffic anticipated in 1980

mate number to and from west of Main Street. Again, this is a may occur well before that date. However, as stated previously,

1980 estimate and assumes a substantial development of the busi- removal of parking from one side, or both sides, of the one-way

ness area east of Main Street. pairs of streets will allow traffic signal adjustments to be made that
will permit all traffic to move without undue delay. Since this con-

In order that there will be a better understanding as to what will dition apparently cannot develop for the next ten to twenty years

happen, traffic-wise, with the opening of the Commodore Point there is ample time to develop off-street parking and prepare for

facility, Figure 5 is included in this report. The data shown were this eventuality.

developed by this consultant for the Expressway Authority as part
of an earlier assignment, but are included because they serve to Traffic signal requirements are quite another matter. Substantial

indicate where the traffic will "come from" that will immediately changes in the present signal system will be required much earlier.

use the new structure. As demonstrated by the chart, approximately As a very minimum stop-gap, specific signal timing adjustments

19,000 vehicles per day will come from the Main Street Bridge, must be ready to go into effect on the day the Commodore Point

while daily volumes of 5,100, 4,850 and 5,400 are estimated to be Bridge is opened. But it is strongly recommended that efforts be

diverted from the Fuller Warren, Acosta and Mathews Bridge, taken immediately to provide, by that time, a completely modernized

respectively. This does not mean that the existing bridges will con- signal system. This system should be no less than the most advanced

tinue to operate at lower volumes indefinitely. After a short period available.* The traffic and pedestrian volumes and flow variations

of readjustment and experimenting by drivers, the existing bridges
will again show a rapid growth. The traffic growth on all bridges
will represent more trips per day to and from downtown by today's *Consideration should be given to systems at least as advanced as the "EC" sys-"tem of the Eagle Signal Company and the "PR" system of the Automatic Signal
drivers who make this same trip, but the predominant portion of Division of Eastern Industries, Inc.
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