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W. B. BARNETT

Founder the Bornett National Bank

St. James, Now Hemming Park.

al

In Background, Original
St. James Hotel

Hemming Park
Monument

Sixty Years Ago
.... and Today

In July, 1877-soon after the founding of this bank-our pres-
ent chairman, B. H. Barnett, helped organize the f:rst Florida
Light Artillery, from which has grown the Florida National Guard
with a present local membership of nearly six hundred. At that
time George C. Wilson, captain, had two twelve-pound brass
howitzers which were the company's main weapons of defense.

Three or four months later, when yellow fever became epidemic,
Colonel Lucius Hardee, who owned the Honeymoon Nurseries,
situated on Dennis Street about where the Swift plant now stands,
had a theory that the germs of the fever floated in the air, an
assumption which has since been proved by the discovery that
mosquitoes transmit the disease. He believed the germs could be
killed by concussion.

The battery was requested by health authorities to test this theory
and for several nights the guns were taken to St. James Park and
"concussed". Arthur Williams was number one on one gun and
Bion H. Barnett was number one on the other. There was great
rivalry between the two squads to see which could fire the
more rapidly.

On the northeast corner of Bay and Liberty Streets was the resi-
dence of Colonel Charles C. Hemming, many times referred to
as the Kind Colonel. He wore a Van Dyke beard, a low-crowned
broad-brimmed hat, and a cloak instead of an overcoat. His son,
Albert, proposed to the city authorit:es that if they would change
the name of St. James Park to Hemming Park he would erect
a monument to the Confederate dead. The offer was accepted
and the monument now stands in the center of Hemm:ng Park,
one of the largest of its kind in the heart of any city of the coun-
try.
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