
SExtract from a Letter to a Friend-from Gen. F. E. Spinner, ex-Treasurer of the
191 United States.

" " You say that you hear that. I have been here at Pablo Beach, under can-
vas, for more than a year; and you ask, ' What could induce you to do so?'
Well, 1 will tell you: Primarily, because I fandied the place, its surround-
ings and its capabilities; and I have remained here because I found that
my health was better while I was here than while anywhere else.

While at my home on the Mohawk, in New York, I was always afflicted
Swith rheumatism; at Washington, less so; and in Florida, not at all. But

here, in addition to the other good qualities of Florida, we have ocean
Sair, that tlllifies the Winter's cold and tempers down the Summer's heat
The monotonlons murmur of the dashing waves quiets the mind by day
and induces peaceful sleep by night Ocean breezes are almost ever
present, to fan the languid and the weary, and the varying breakers are
unending and satisfying pleasures to the eye. The gathering of marine
shells is another source of enjoyment.

The beach, whether for rambling, riding, driving, or bicycling, is all that
any who indulge in any of these health-giving exercises can desire; and
the surf, for bathing, has no superior anywhere.

The railroad company has had constructed two pavilions and two orna-
mental pagodas, and wide-roofed platforms extending from the railroad sta-
tion to the pavilions, over four hundred feet in length. It has also caused
an artesian well to be sunk, that furnishes a supply of water containing
sulphur; otherwise, it is clear and pure. The proprietors of Murray Hall
have also bored nearly five hundred feet, and have struck a stream that
discharges, through a six-inch pipe, over a thousand gallons of clear sul-
phur water per minute. The water from this well rises forty-five feet
through a two-inch pipe, to the upper stories of that splendid hotel, and
will be useful in the performance of various other offices.

When I came here, fifteen months ago, a single building was in course
of construction. Now, there are hotels, stores and livery stables, and cot-
tages extend for miles along the beach. We have a daily mail, and trains
are running constantly between this place and Jacksonville, seventeen miles
away. We have a justice and police, and are putting on city airs.

Murray Hall, with its 190 rooms, in its construction, its architectural
perfection, and in all its appointments, is "a thing of beauty;" and to those
who may have the good fortune to enjoy its luxurious beds and table, it
iwill be "a joy forever."

Game is plentiful; we have lived on it, and fish, most of the time.
Venison, squirrels, wild turkeys, wild ducks, and quails, make a constant
round. What Nature has failed to provide for man's comfort here will
surely be supplemented by Mr. French, mine host of Murray Hall. Now,
if you don't believe all this, you just come here and be satisfied.

Very truly yours,
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