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this fact is fully evinced by the patrons and tax-payers of 26 sub-districts

volumtarily voting a special tax upon themselves.

Qualifications of Teachers.--Noticeable improvements along this line over the

old regime have been brought about by an individual desire among our young

men and women for a higher education for themselves; and afterwards, as teachers,

by:

1st. The present excellent examination law.

2d. Training received in State schools.

3d. Summer training schools and teachers' associations.

Emanating from the above causes, we have, as a rule, a class of better read

and more generally improved teachers. However, with this improved excellence

in the standard of our.teachers, comes, also, a demand for better salaries,

which makes it more difficult year after year to supply our small schools

with a good grade of teachers.

The old plan of paying teachers or fixing salaries upon the basis of enroll-

ment and average attendance, has been abandoned and more value placed upon

the individual worth of the teacher; his training, grade of certificate and

grade of pupils to be taught.

Grading Committees,--I do not favor any change in the present system. Why

should we desire a change and take the chances of getting a system not so
good? In my opinion a State examination board is not desirable. Such a

system would bring with it vexations delays in the employment and assign-

ment of teachers. I favor no change in the present examination law.

Legislation Favored.--

1st. A conservative compulsory education law.

2d, An abolition of the five mills limit, and the power given the County

School Boards to fix the levy for school purposes.

3d. A law making mandatory the establishing and mantenance of a graded high

school for a term of not less than eight months in every county having
a specified valuation and population.

Respectfully,
W. M. ROWLETT,

County Superintendent.

MARION COUNTY

I am glad to submit to you the condition and progress of the schools of Marion

county for the two years ending June 30, 1900.

We consider Marion county one of the most advanced counties in school work

in the State, and are making every effort to have it hold its position.

We have an excellent corps of teachers, and only for the short term, our

progress would equal that of any county or State. Our teachers, as a whole,
are in earnest and doing going good work, yet the progress of our schools and
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