
1989-1900

Buildings.--Within the period my report covers there has been erected on land
owned by the Board of Public Instruction three comfortable frame buildings
and repairs made on others.

Financial.-.The financial condition for the last two years has been very bad.
It was caused by the County Commissioners only allowing a four-mill levy and
not assessing the property at its value. Warrants are not paid promptly; they
are discounted about 10 per cent;

Teachers.-.There has been a marked improvement in the qualifications of the
teachers. The Summer Training Schools have done a great deal in this direction.
The teachers are not as well read outside of text books as they should be.
Salaries of teachers are based on thier grade of certificate. Third Grade
certificate, $16; Second Grade certificate, $21, and First Grade, $25. It
has been very difficult to get teachers to fill the better places.

Grading Committees.--I favor a change in the present system of grading. There
cannot be a real uniform examination unless all the papers are graded by the
same committee. I favor a State Grading Committee. A Compulsory Education
Law, I think, would be to the best interest of education and would be favored
by the most of the people.

Suggestions.-,The School Board should have the authority to levy the tax,
The salaries of the Superintendents should be fixed by the Legislature.

Respectfully,
T. E. SHULER,

County Superintendent.

MADISON COUNTY

Dear Sir:--Below you will find a brief statement of the school work of this
county for the two years just passed. While our progress has been slow we
take a hopeful view of the future, and feel that we retire leaving the work
in better shape than it was two years ago.

School Buildings.--We have built four new, neat frame buildings in the last
two years at a cost of $3,459.00, and repaired several buildings at an outlay
of $242.00. All white districts have been provided with very good school
buildings except two. We also have many good houses for the colored schools.

Finances.--The condition of the finances is fairly good. By using close economy
we have not involved the Board in debt, The great trouble is we do not get
money enough to do what ought to be done.

School warrants are not all the time at par. The most of our schools run in
the summer and the taxes with which they are to be paid are not collected
until the following spring. Last year the discount was 2 1 per cent. I
am of the opinion that the levy of the school taxes should be in hands of the
County School Board--the only ones supposed to know what amount is necessary
to successfully carry on the educational work of the county. We are in need
of more school funds, and in order that we may have more means I think that
the constitutional five mill limit should be abolished and that there be a
law enacted that would bring about a change in the valuations. Property
should be assessed at its selling value. Could this be done there would be
a great educational advance all along the line.
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