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JACKSON COUNTY.

Dear Sir: Since the publication of your last Bi-ennial Report our county has
done some good work in the way of school-building. Within the last twelve
months the School Board has built three school houses and repaired many others,
and we now have a good many good buildings. On the whole, our school interest
is on the upward tendency. The people are taking more interest and sending
to school more than in the past.

Financial.--Our county is in debt owing to the large number of schools we have
and appropriations made to each. We have at least twenty-five more schools
than we should. With the present number of schools and rate of taxation, I
don't see how they are to get out of debt. Notwithstanding the county is in
debt, the Board borrows money and pays the warrants at face value.

As long as the rate of taxation is fixed by County Commissioners our school
fund will be in arrears. Our people are largely in favor of a liberal school
tax. We have only two sub-districts in the county, both of which are work-
ing nicely, and I believe we shall have several more in the near future.

Teachers.--For several years past there has beena marked improvement in the
qualifications of our teaching force, which I attribute mainly to our uniform
examination law. Of course, our State and county associations, summer train-
ing schools, etc., are auxiliaries in this direction. Many of our teachers
have supplied themselves with good libraries not on the text-book line only,
but with books of general information, and hence we find the teachers some
of the best read citizens of the county. Our teachers are not assigned, as
should be, according to grade of certificate, oftentimes one with a third
grade certificate gets a better paying school than one with a second or even
first.

Grading Committee.--I am, as I have been for years, in favor of either a
State or Judicial District Grading Committee; I believe this would give much
better satisfaction than the present method.

Compulsory Education.--If the people are to be taxed to educate the youth of
Florida then I think that the parents of these children should be compelled
to send them to school at least four months of the year unless providentially
hindered.

Concentration of Schools.--This has been done in several instances and in-
variably works well after awhile. At first there was considerable opposition,
but eventually the one school would make a better enrollment and average than
the two or three together.

Teachers' Associations.-We usually have two associations a year, but I am
sorry to say they are not attended as well as they should be.

Yours truly,
A. J. WOOLDRIGE,

County Supt. Jackson County.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

I beg leave to submit the following report of the condition of the public schoolS
in this county during the past two years.
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