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anything else--they get higher salaries with less trouble, and the lower
grade teachers begin to feel that something has got to be done,

4, A change in the system of grading is not desirable. We want nothing to
do with a State Examining Board. I believe that the papers are as fairly
and justly graded as they would be by a State Board, and a great many
who are claoring for it are actuated by selfish motives, expeqting to
receive higher salaries by reducing the number of teachers. I have heard
this sentiment given utterance to by several who thought "they knew it

all." A great many false reports are made to the State Superintendent
by applicants that have failed or come short of their expectations, I
have heard charges made in this county I knew could not have been the
truth.

5. Compulsory education. This is a hard nut to crack--I don't much like the
work compulsion. Let us wait awhile.

6. We are sadly in need of libraries and our teachers generally are not at
all well read outside of their text-books.

7. Teachers' Associations. Well, I got up a teachers' Association in
Gadsden county last year and it is dead. It developed several politicians
and aspirants for office and flew entirely off the track on which my idea
was for it to run. If they can be held to their proper objects and in
their proper channels and the improvement of the teachers could be made
the principal end in view, there is no doubt but great good would result
from every county's having a regular and constant teachers' association.

J. R. K(EY,
County Superintendent.

HAMILTON COUNTY

Dear Sir; In accordance with your request I herewith hand you a partial re-
port of my stewardship for the past two years:

1. Two schools were built this year. The Board appropriated forty dollars
and the patrons paid the remainder.

2. Two years since the School Board of this county was indebted a little over
six thousand ($6,000.00) dollars, within one year it was reduced to three
thousand, one hundred and forty-eight ($3,148.00) dollars, this was done
by a reduction of salaries. The superintendent received thirty-five

($35,00) dollars, first grade teachers, $25.00; second grade, $20.00,
and third grade $15,00, This move caused every teacher who could to leave
the county and several schools were not taught, The Board borrowed money
at 8 per cent, and paid all warrants promptly. This, in a great measure,
satisfied the teachers.

The School Board should have exculsive control of all school funds. A
change in this respect is desirable.

The constitutional five (5) mills limit should be abolished, our people
desire better schools and therefore would favor more taxation, The sub-
districts are very popular where they are established; and by some little
effort sub-districts could be established in nearly every district.
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