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in getting the County Commissioners to make the maximum levy of five mills
for school purposes, I have always considered that, where the School Board
was held responsible for the success of our public schools, it, and not

the County Commissioners, should have the power to make the levy.

8. I do not think we are prepared at this time to enforce compulsory attendance
on our schools, and would therefore prefer letting this matter remain
quiet for the present.

9. We have organized a library in our principal school, No. 1, and now have

452 volumes in same, and we hope to add to it until we can boast of having
at least one good school library. A good library is of great value to
a school.

Respectfully submitted,
N. B. COOK,

County Superintendent.

GADSDEN COUNTY

Dear Sir: In compliance with your request I hereby submit the following summary
of the existing conditions of school matter in Gadsden county and under the
heads suggested in your circular.

1. The School Board of Gadsden county owns one lone building; all the others
have been built and are owned by the school patrons of the different
neighborhoods, and there are some very good ones; all of which have been
built or made more comfortable during the last two or three years. The
negro schools are taught mostly in the churches, the property of St. Paul,
St. Peter or some other member of the saint family.

Our financial condition is almost on the cash basis, there having been
in our treasury, at the close of the scholastic year 1899-1900, surplus
of more than three thousand dollars, which has enabled us to cash nearly
all of the warrants of the present scholastic year up to 1st of December,
and also we have been encouraged to extend the terms of the most central
country schools two more months, thus putting a six-months school within
four miles of nearly every child in the country. Yet, with all this we
need more money in order to enable us to employ more good teachers at
higher salaries (several of our best teachers having left us on account
of the meagerness of their salaries), but from our standpoint I see very
little chance to increase our funds from the simple fact that a great
many of our leading people are bitterly opposed to all public schools and
manifest no sympathy with our efforts to improve and elevate them, which
fact hangs like an incubus on all our efforts to get up an educational
sentiment, without which nothing can be done, but everything can be undone.

Our public school building in Quincy is about to rot down--that tells
the tale. We have better schools in the country than we have in Quincy,
our county seat and rich tobacco center.

3. Our teachers are becoming better posted than they were some years ago,
and some find home-made teachers are being developed from the country
neighborhoods, and a good many are spending their money attending the
higher schools and colleges. I think that the success of those teachers
that have been off to the Normals are spurring the teachers more than
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