
1898-1900

9. Compulsory education will be more feasible and justifiable.
Respectfully,

GEO, P. GLENN.

ESCAMBIA COUNTY

In answer to your circular letter calling for information regarding the public
schools in this county, financially and educationally, I beg to report the
following, which is as near the exact facts as I can state them at this time:

1. The actual indebtedness on July 1st, 1899, was 18,758.23.

2. The actual indebtedness at this date is $12,700, and since the beginning
of this school year (July 1, 1900) there has been reduced to less than
$600,' with a considerable amount and on pay rolls for this school year,
$6,278. Total paid out since July 1, 1900, $12,143.

Had this been paid on the old indebtedness, it would have been reduced
to less than $600, with a considerable amount from the tax year 1899 still
unaccounted for. Not a dollar has been turned in from tax year 1900, as
this only became due on first Monday in November, The considerable re-
duction in liabilities is principally due to shortening the school term
last year.

Our rule is never to draw a warrant on the Treasurer unless there is
money in the treasury to meet same, so our warrants are not discounted.

3. Since July 1, 1900, one handsome four-room school building has been erected
in the city, with complete outfit of furniture, which we consider a model
school house, and is a credit to the county,

One comfortable one-room building, with new furniture, has been built in
the country and extensive repairs have been made to other buildings; our
rule being to keep the school property in good order.

We now have an established school in every neighborhood in the county,
and there are not twenty-five children in the county not in school from
lack of accommodations.

4. We have a corps of teachers who respond readily and cheerfully to all
reasonable requests, and the great majority of them are good students,
and what advancement has been made in the public schools in the county
is largely due to the earnest teachers therein.

5. The present school law is working smoothly and satisfactorily, and, while
some minor modifications might be made, I think it unwise to attempt
radical changes. For this county I would certainly prefer the present
county grading committee to a State Committee.

6. Having been born and raised a Democrat, I am in favor of home rule and
opposed to centralization, consequently I am in favor of each county
selecting its own books.

7. While we, in this county, have had no trouble within the last twelve years
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