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Compulsory Education.--I believe a reasonable compulsory education law would
effect some good, especially in this county. We have some people (I am sorry
to say) who are very indifferent about educating their children, and I think
when one can, has the opportunity, but won't, he ought to be compelled.

I favor a State or Judicial District Grading Committee (the latter preferred)
and the clause permitting not more than five mills stricken out of the law and
levy placed in the hands of the County School Bbard, I believe the people
of my county would gladly pay a ten mill school tax if necessary.

Yours truly,
CHAS. DINKINS,

Co. Supt.

BRADFORD COUNTY

I herewith submit a brief synopsis of Bradford County's educational status
for your biennial report. We have had a healthy and strong growth the last
two years. We have built three new school houses at an average cost of $150
each, the School Board furnishing the material, and the patrons doing the
work gratis. The School Board has spent more in the last two years in re-
pairing and making our houses more comfortable than in any former two years.
Many of the country school houses were badly in need of repairs. The extra
outlay placed us a little behind on the first of July, but the increased
valuation in the county's assessments of new railroads and other internal
improvements should not only bring us out ahead next year but give us an ad-
ditional month on our school term. We keep our teachers warrants at a cash
value of their face. In order to do this we have to borrow money and pay
interest on it; an extra expense which is regretable and one that could easily
be remedied by a little sound legislation in changing the time of paying taxes
as the bulk of the school claims come due before the taxes are paid; our
County Commissioners gave us last year the fill limit, 5 mills. There is a
strong and growing sentiment among us for a liberal school tax. I think there
would be no objection to a still higher tax being placed upon us for school
purposes, if a corresponding safeguard could be guaranteed the tax payer that
the money would be used by officers who were sound in judgment in dispensing
it. Until some surer plan of selecting competent school officers is adopted,
perhaps our present constitutional limit is best as our preseit special tax
district partially provides for a higher tax when it is desired. Bradford
now has six special tax districts and will have three more, which will be
all the places which can have them to advantage. In all these districts
there are first class school buildings and appliances. The grade of work be-
"ing done in them is strictly on the plans of the best normal work done in
the higher Normal Training Schools. Our School Board fixes the appropriation
of each school upon the average attendance of the preceding school year;
but in doing so they do not lose sight of the special qualifications of the
teacher.

Our teachers for the last two years have shown a keener desire for improvement
than perhaps in any corresponding length of time in our county's history.
Many of our first grade teachers are now in the higher normal schools pre-
paring for higher work. I have more difficulty in securing teachers for the
poorer places than the better schools.

As for a change in our examination laws I feel that we had for many reasons
better hold to what we have than make any radical changes. The weakest place
in them is the difficulty in getting competent grading committees. I think
that a vote upon compulsory education in Bradford county would carry two-thirds


