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7th. Require that a County Superintendent be a teacher of experience and one
who has held or holds a First Grade certificate, or be a graduate of some
reputable institution.

8th. Change time of inducting School Boards into office. No Board should be
composed entirely of new members. County Superintendent should assume his
duties at beginning of school year instead of middle of year as at present.

Conclusion--To Whom Credit Due.--In making this, probably my last bi-ennial
report to you, I desire to say that on entering the duties of this most impor-
tant office, our public school system seemed to be in its infancy, and now
after five years of exposure, laborious work, both mental and physical, per-
sonal sacrifices, many compromises, erecting and furnishing school houses,
enjoying a superior teaching force, and, last but not least, watching and
noting the development of child-mind, I must with candor assert that our
public school system is still in its infancy.

A comparison of the present to the past forces a realization that the cause
of education in this county has made considerable advancement. This progress
is not attributable to one, but to many causes. The State Department has
done its duty, and while I have devoted all of my time and energy and some
of my small income to assist this noble work, I feel I should not attempt to
claim the honors for whatever successes have been achieved, but share them
liberally with the retiring School Board, who have so zealously guarded and
served the interests of child and parent and State.

In the preparation of this report I have made an effort to avoid the roll
of both optimist and pessimist, and have honestly endeavored to present facts
and conditions as I have met them.

We are making histroy. No pages of history are so instructive as those re-
cording the influences which develop character and direct lives of men. The
truth of human immortality suggests, our hearts crave, and our minds demand
education, the unending pathway of progress that leads amid ever thickening
glories upward and unto the infinite goal.

Again thanking you for the privilege of making this report for other favors
and encouragements.

E. L. MCDANIEL,
County Superintendent.

SUMTER COUNTY

In compliance with your request for a general report of school conditions,
I have the honor to report:

Past Conditions.--Sumter county was among those that suffered from the
freeze, but the people are recovering and with the improvement infinance
there is a very noticeable improvement in the educational interest.

Financial.--For several years the school funds in the hands of the County
Treasurer have been exhausted each time before the school terms would close,
but we have always been able to effect arrangements with the Leesburg and
County State Bank to discount the warrants at a reasonable rate, and the
School Board would reimburse the teachers for the dixcount. This year we

-123-


