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buildings are frame and the majority of them are filled with patent desks.

With few exceptions all schools are visited at least twice a year as pre-
scribed by law.

I have adopted a plan in this county that might be used to advantage in other
counties. I find that most of the pupils in country schools are very deficient
in composition and letter-writing. With a view to interesting them in this
line of work, I require each pupil, old enough to do so, to write me a letter
at regular intervals, say once a month. These letters are written without
assistance and are sent to me through the teacher. After reading them over,
they are returned to the pupils, and each letter is carefully corrected by
its author with the teacher's help. When all mistakes are noted, the letters
are filed away until the next are written and have gone the rounds, when the
two are compared and the improvement noted. You will readily see the many
advantages growing out of this course.

Action of School Board on 5 Mill Maximum.--At a meeting of the Board of Public
instruction for St. Johns County, held January 31, 1899, the following re-
solution was adopted:

Whereas, The present maximum rate of taxation for school purposes allowed by
the Constitution of the State, to-wit: five mills, has been found in this
county to yield a sum entirely inadequate for the proper maintenance of the
school system, and as a like result exists in a majority of the other counties
of this State; and as additional educational facilities are annually required
to accommodate the increasing population of this county, be it therefore

Resolved, That this Board, as a unit of the public educational system of the
State of Florida, hereby recommends that Section 8, of Article 12 of the
Constitution of the State be amended so as to permit the collection of 6 mills
on the dollar, instead of 5 as a maximum rate of taxation on all assessable
property in each county for school purposes. And that the School Boards in
the several counties be authorized and empowered to make such assessment annually
as may be necessary to pay the expenses of conducting the schools and other
educational purposes:in their respective counties. Such assessment not to ex-
ceed six mills as hereinbefore mentioned.

E. H. REYNOLDS,
County Superintendent.

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

I weldome the privilege of complying with your request, and herewith submit
as briefly as possible a summary report of the educational affairs of Santa
Rosa county for the past two years, and further respectfully offer a few
suggestions, which, if enacted into laws, may benefit, not only my own county,
but the State of Florida.

New and Better School Buildings.--Prior to 1896, our Board of Public Instruction
owned only two school houses, and these two were in the town of Milton. During
the year 1896-97, we spent about $610 in school buildings and furniture; in
1897-8, nearly $1,250 was very judiciously expended in the same way. With an
apology for trespassing upon the next bi-ennial report from this county, I
must add that within the first half of this school year $1,236.45 has been
likewise invested.
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