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county by school officers, patrons and teachers compares most favorably with

previous years.

Schools Organized, New Buildings and Furniture.--Within the period my report
covers, 5 schools for whites and one for negro pupils have been organized;

appropriations made, and, with the co-operation of the patrons, ten comfort-

able frame buildings have been erected, and needed repairs made on others.

Two-thirds of our schools have been furnished with patent desks, and, I trust,
ere my next report is made to you, every school building in the county will
be amply supplied with desks, blackboards, and stoves.

Public Education a System.--Realizing that public education should be a system,
and gratified with the success and excellent results attending my efforts in
unifying and systematizing the work during the first years of my administration,
I was led to a true conception of the possibilities existing in a well-working
system of education thoroughly in sympathy with the needs and requirements
of our common schools; hence, it has been my earnest desire throughout; First,
to make the classification as simple as possible, easy for the teacher to

understand and follow, and to lighten his labors; Second, to regulate the
steps from grade to grade, so that the pupil shall be interested and kept in
school, encouraged and credited for work done, and that the usual waste of
time and aimless work resulting from frequent change of teachers may be re-
duced to a minimum: Third, to put all the school work on a common plane, so
that the amount of work accomplished, the system of reports, records, etc.,
may be the same; Fourth, to make the work of supervision stronger and more
effective, to thoroughly enlist the sympathy of parents and school officers
by making them better acquainted with what the schools are endeavoring to
accomplish for their children. Along these lines it has been my aim to form
a basis for comparing the work of different schools--thus securing the
stimulus resulting from a united effort.

Teachers Needed.--My experience has long since convinced me that the success
of our schools depends, more than any one thing, upon the teaching force. A
good teacher means a good school, a poor teacher means a poor school. "As is
the teacher so is the school," with these facts constantly in view, I have,
at all times, been an advocate of County Normals, or Summer Schools for the
better training of our professional material for more efficient and conscien-
tious work in the school room.

The evolution of the "backwoods" teacher, and "old timer" has been gradual,
in many instances a high standard of excellence has been attained--Thanks
to the Uniform State Examination Law.

County High School.--The growth and success of our County High School have
been most gratifying. The wisdom of our School Board in keeping this insti-
tution under the control and management of a faculty of experience and of
established reputation, has been fully demonstrated by the large annual in-
creased enrollment and attendance. Some of our very best primary teachers
received their training in this school.

Schools Outgrowing School Funds.--We have had a steady increase of enrollment
and average attendance, we regret, however, that we cannot report a correspond-
ing growth in our county school fund.

The latter fact may be attributable to the false policy of economy of some
of our county solons, who, "would rather see a cash balance left in the
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