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LEVY COUNTY

I have the pleasure of submitting this, my special report from Levy county,
for the period covered by the last two years.

Improvements.--During the years immediately succeeding the great storm of
September, 1896, we were called upon to rebuild or repair nine school houses
at an expenditure of $900. Our School Board has not only replaced these
houses, but has also made improvements in many others. In addition to such
improvements, we have had placed in our schools 400 desks of a home-made
pattern, costing $1.15 apiece, which are in many respects equal to the so-
called patent desks, that cost from $2.50 to $3 each. We have given each of
our schools a good blackboard, on which we use the cloth. Within the last
two years we have bought 250 lineal yards of this blackboard cloth. We are
now supplied with good blackboards, good seats, globes and maps, all of which
we consider absolutely necessary in the way of furnishing a house, and be-
yond that we do not consider much else a necessity.

Before helping a school, we require deeds made to the school property.

Although the assessed value of our property is $300,000 less than it was four
years ago, yet our teachers' salaries have not been affected, but, on the con-
trary, have been on the increase; neither have we reduced the term of our
schools--we have operated our schools five months during the year for the
last eight years.

Course of Study.--Since 1891 our schools have been required to follow a pre-
scribed course of study. No teacher is permitted to use any other book in
lieu of the adoptions, and no teacher is allowed to discard the course of
study to make room for some pet scheme that has no other reason for existence
than it is the one his Alma Mater trained him. No option is allowed either
teacher or pupil--the Course of Study must be carried out; provided, that in
case a young man or woman expects to attend school during only one term of
school, the right is extended to such person of changing subjects.

Promotions.--Beginning with the Fifth Grade, pupils are advanced from grade
to grade by making a general average of 60 per cent on a written examination.
Questions for these examinations are prepared by the County Superintendent,
and sent out upon requisition of the teacher at any time. All examination
papers are first graded by the teacher, who sends them to County Superintendent
for inspection and approval. This heavy work is thus undertaken by the County
Superintendent, in order that there may be county uniformity. Promotion cards
are sent to those who pass; those who fail are required toreview the work of
that grade. The teacher's recommendation is filed, together with the examinee's
papers. Certificates of graduation are presented those who complete the full
course of study.

Teachers Recommendations.--At the close of each school, teachers are required
to file with County Superintendent a statement by grades showing the attendance,
the aptitudes and capacity of each pupil. Appended to this statement, or re-
port, is the teacher's recommendation for those not promoted by examination.
This report is expected to explain to a successor the condition of the school
"and account for the difference in standing of pupils of the same grade. We
try, by these reports, to save that much time to our schools, which is usually
Consumed by a successor in "getting acquainted" with the pupils. No successor
is allowed to go to a school, and, at the beginning, upset the grades or turn
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