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Free Book System.--The free school book system has been continued, and increase

in popularity with the people. The longer we use it the better we like it. It

is regarded by all classes of our people as absolutely indispensable. To go

back to the old system now would be suicidal.

Teachers' Institute.--We still retain the Teachers' Institute in our education

system. We have kept it in operation for five years, and have found it to be

a most useful means of improving the methods and sustaining the high character

of our teaching force. The Institute brings out and improves the good points

of good teachers, and reveals the inferior character of poor teachers, who

cannot be improved. It is maintained under the auspices of the School Board

and conducted by the County Superintendent as a school of instruction in the

theory and practice of teaching. A session of the Institute, continuing a

week or more, is held in August and once a month during the term of school.

Attendance of teachers is compulsory.

Literary Societies.--The number of literary societies in the public schools

has been increased, and through their operation interest in education has been

largely augmented. By them the children are made familiar with parliamentary

usage, taught how to conduct public meetings and societies, and encouraged

to cultivate a healthy literary taste. Through them, we expect to secure use-

ful libraries of miscellaneous books in our public schools.

School Grounds.--Beautifying school grounds and keeping them neat and clean,

is a noticeable and commendable feature of our progress. Teachers and pupils

generally have shown much pride in making school rooms presentable and attract

School Sub-Districts.--A large majority of our school districts have been con-

verted into school sub-districts, and special taxes aggregating over $1,500

per annum are levied by the votes of the people. Before the close of this

year all the districts of the county will probably be made school sub-district

levying special taxes for school purposes, except two; This feature of our

school system has met with increased popular favor. It would be a great mista

on the part of the Legislature to undertake to eliminate it from our school

law, or in any way cripple it by adverse legislation. The present law should

be improved and made to conform to the constitution. The County Treasury

should be the depositary of all special school funds, and sub-district trustee

should be authorized to draw warrants on the Treasurer against the amount of

special school funds placed to their credit in his hands, as the County Com-

missioners and School Boards now do. The relations between the trustees and

the County School Board should be more clearly defined, so as to prevent fric

between them.

Public Favor.--In conclusion, I desire to acknowledge the hearty and almost

unanimous support accorded the public schools and school officers by the citi

of the county. During the din of a most furious clamor raised by the few

political clackers here, the present Board was overwhelminly re-elected at th

last election. This was a deserved tribute paid by an enlightened citizen-

ship to the progressiveness, faithfulness, and courage of the men placed in

charge of school affairs two years ago.

A. M. C. RUSSELL,

County Superintendent
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