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SThree schools are supplied with patent desks.

Sconclusion we intend reaching a higher plane in every thing worthy of

ffort and accomplishment pertaining to education. We hope to show you at

he end of our four years term a better system of education, a more thorough

and devoted corps of teachers, and better equipped school houses throughout

"the county.

gge-stions-There should be a Grading Committee for each Judicial District
ompPosed of five practical teachers appointed by the State Superintendent.

H. L. AVANT,
County Superintendent.

DADE COUNTY

Your request for a report of the condition of Dade county schools is just

received and I am pleased to be able to report that we are on the upward grade.

Good Financial Condition.--Since 1896, I assure you, we have not retrograded
tneany particular. Our financial condition is excellent; we have no indebt-

edness; our warrants to teachers are received at the banks at one hundred
cents on the dollar; the full limit of taxes for school purposes is granted,
and we had on hand a balance of $2,000 from last year to begin this year's
work.

Bildings.--Since July '96, we have built seven school houses at a cost of
13,173, all being one room houses, except that at Lemon City, which has four
rooms and cost $800, aided by subscription; and thatat Miami, also of four
rooms, costing $2,500. The town and private donations supplemented the
Board's appropriation. The Miami school has four teachers and is equivalent
to a High School, being well graded and having classes doing High School
work.

The board has spent $2,045 for furniture and apparatus since 1896, every
school being fully supplied with desks, globes, maps, charts, etc.

Teachers' Salaries.--We have nineteen white schools and six negro schools,
twenty-four white teachers and eight negroes. All receive a uniform salary
of $40 per month, except the principals, who are paid $50.

Graded Course of Study.--A course of study had already been provided, but
this year it has been revised and more definitely divided into grades, and
the work assigned is clearly designated, even to number of page, where a text
book is used. At the end of the school year each pupil will be given a cer-
tificate of grade standing, good in any part of the county. This is designed
as a correction of the evil arising from a change of teachers or schools where
no class records are left, and pupils are made to turn back to the beginning
of their text books by each new teacher. We are finding good results already.
There is a marked improvement in attendance, application, and interest on
the part of the pupils, and an eagerness to reach and hold a higher grade
certificate at the end of the year.

Intermissions.--We have introduced one other regulation into our work that
is followed with good results, that is, short intermissions in place of
fifteen minute recess and long noon. All of the schools now have a five
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