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fearful obstacle. Unless we are enabled to run a longer term than four

months, and establish a High School, our advancement will be slow.

Finances.--Our teachers are paid promptly. When we have no money in the

reasury, we borrow--the Board paying the discount.

Interest Manifested.--I am pleased to state that there is more interest man-
ifested, both by parents and teachers, in school work, than ever.

Suggesons.--I would suggest that the clause, "nor more than five mills,"
be stricken, and that the levy be placed in the hands of the County School

Boards. I also favor a State Grading Committee.
CHAS. DINKINS,

County Superintendent.

RADFORD COUNTY

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to transmit herewith a brief
account of the educational status of Bradford county for 1897 and 1898.

Grading the Schools.--I would suggest that the clause, "nor more than five*
of Te oiuty, feeling that is is impossible for any County Superintendent
to advance his work rapidly until he classifies and systematizes it. Each
school is required to furnish a complete grading of every pupil to aid in
classification of same at beginning of next year.

Finance.--Our financial condition is kept within the bounds of our ability
to pay, yet we feel the pressing need of more funds. We keep our teachers
on a cash basis, although on account of the delay in the collection of taxes,
we have to pay interest to our local bank to cash the warrants. The County
"Treasurer pays the indebtedness as fast as he collects, thereby shortening
the time of interest.

School Buildings.--The fearful storm of 1896 swept away all the school houses
in the western part of the county. We have replaced them with stronger and
better buildings. In doing this we had to draw heavily on our funds.

School Term Lengthened.--We have increased our school term one month. I
have made unceasing efforts with both patrons and teachers to increase the
average attendance in the schools. The result is a growing one, yet it is
far from what I wish it to be.

igh Schools.--From the beginning of my work in the schools, I have felt an
earnest desire to inculcate in the pupils a desire for higher manhood. The
result of my work in that line has been a source of keen gratification, as
we have more young people in the High Schools now fiting (sic) themselves
for useful work than ever before in the county's history.

"We have four schools in the county where the higher branches are taught--
Lake Butler, Providence, Starke and Hampton.

We have established a county High School at Starke, with an eight months'
"term.

Apparently the printer has omitted a line.
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