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him to think there are more important demands on him than obtaining an ed-
ucation. It blunts his perception, destroys his interest or enthusiasm at
such time, too, as the teacher by earnest labor has aroused him to his duty,
and oftimes, sad to say, the teacher's energies being thus destroyed, he looks
upon the task as a hopeless one, and never renews it on the same subject again.
The State may never renews (sic) it on the same subject again. The State
may not be ripe for compulsory education, but it is as sure to come as that
we move forward in this great educational work.

Respectfully yours,
THOS. W. RALPH,

County Superintendent.

ST. JOHNS COUNTY

St. Augustine, Fla.

Hon. W..N. Sheats, Tallahassee, Florida:

Dear Sir--I beg leave to submit the following brief statement:

Buildings and Apparatus-High School.--During the past two years my official
acts have been along the same lines as formerly.

It has been one of the leading aims of the County School Board to erect
suitable school buildings and to provide them, as far as possible, with such
apparatus as would render teaching effective.

In your last bi-ennial report you recognized only one High School in the State.
Our county now has a High School with a good course of study and qualified
teachers.

Examination Law.--The Uniform Examination Law has done a great deal toward
building up our school system.

The names of members of Grading Committees should be kept secret -as the law
provides.

School Tax.--The people of this county would gladly pay more school tax, but
our oar of County Commissioners believe in small assessments. Do they
ever think of the public schools? They certainly should give the schools
attention since they are the power to regulate the amount of money expended
for educational purposes. Our improvements are limited to the value of money
levied.

I am out officially, yet with you in the cause,
R. F. SABATE,

County Supt.

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

Milton, Fla.

Hon. W. N. Sheats, State Superintendent of Public Instruction:

Dear Sir--It affords me pleasure to report a general improvement in school
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