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one of the objects among others we chiefly desired to see. There is much room
for improvement on this line yet. Palatka has her schools well graded--both
white and colored. We have a High-School Course in the Palatka white school,

open to every pupil in the county who can meet the test of examination to

enter. A prepared course of four years is given in the higher branches, whereby
a pupil is thoroughly qualified to enter college, or go out and obtain a high-
grade certificate. Much credit is due Professor I. I. Himes for the laborious

efforts he has made in this school to bring it to its present high standard.

Teachers Paid Monthly.--We have one thing we can boast of in historic old
Putnam, among others, and that is, during the two years of financial depression
through which we have passed, the teacher's money was ready at the close of
every month taught, and no warrant issued by our School Board had ever to be
discounted or was not worth its face value when repsented for payment. Our
School Board is exceedingly zealous in the cause of education, and very suc-
cessful manipulators of finances.

Suggested Legislation.--Now a few words on legislation: 1. We think the law
providing for the election of members of the School Board a mistake. It
throws the matter into politics, sometimes engenders feelings of discontent
in some localities, and will often put a member on some School Boards regard-
less of color or nationality as a reward of some political engineering, it
would be better for school interests not to have these.

Who Should Make the School Levy.--2. The changing of the law so as to give
Boards of County Commissioners authority in fixing millage is not right, and
this county has once been made to feel its effects. If School Boards know
thier business, and it is presumed a majority of them do, they better under-
stand a county's needs in the school line, than those who give it no attention
or study. The law fixes the minimum millage at three and the maximum at five
mills on the dollar, and within these limits every School Board should have
unabridged privilege to ask, demand and expect on county assessments.

Limit to Third-Grade Certificates.--3. Giving a teacher permission to hold
more than one third-grade certificate has been a check upon our school ad-
vancement, as many teachers--naturally so constituted and can't help it--
will never aspire to anything higher when the same grade will meet the
demands of the law.

Perfect the Sub-District Law,--h. We think so much of the redtape formula
now laid down in the present law, whereby towns or localities can incorporate
themselves into school sub-districts, to increase their school facilities and
privileges, ought to be removed; a shorter, plainer, less complicated law
enacted, so as to be easily adopted by every school district of the State.

Manual Training Department.--5. I look forward to the day not far distant,
when a manual training depratment will be attached to every school of impor-
tance, for we are educating boys and girls and turning them out helpless
upon the world to become culprits. They learn to look upon physical labor
as degrading, and resort to every crime in the decalogue to escape it.

Compulsory Education.--6. And lastly, I come to the crowning point of school
legislation--compulsory education. In Putnam county I find the greatest
hinderance to the advancement of our educational work to be the parents. A
thousand and one petty matters with parents are sufficient cause to keep their
children from school. To keep a pupil from school on trivial things, trains

-62-


