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of the school system during my first term was the awful lack of educational
qualification on the part of many teachers. After the enactment of the new
educational law, the provisions of which have been carried out to the letter
in this county, the teachers took on a new growth and their efficiency has
been nearly doubled, many of these teachers who most bitterly donounced the
law at first are now its warmest supporters.

Amendments Suggested.-

1. I would suggest that the law should be so extended in its operations
that all school officers will be brought under its provisions, for since
these officers are to supervise education and means and instruments they
should be sufficiently well versed in the acquirements and requirements
upon which they are to pass as will enable them to judge intelligently.
Since "as is the school master so is the school," is an accepted con-
clusion, the same conclusion may be accepted with regard to school officers.

2. Another suggestion I beg to make is, that the school law be so amended
as to abolish the present special tax system on account of its cumbersome-
ness and other reasons, and in its stead a law be enacted, by constitutional
amendment if necessary, authorizing the Board of Public Instruction on a
petition of two-thirds of the school districts in a county, to assess a
special tax of not more than three mills to be proportioned and applied
in the school districts by the board, for the purposes specified in pe-
titions, whether for extneding the school terms or building and furnishing.

In conclusion I extend you my hand in encouragement for your zeal in the school
work, and assure you that your efforts have borne good fruits and will yet
produce greater results.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
ROBT. M RAY,

County Superintendent Schools, Pasco County.

POLK COUNTY

Bartow, Florida.

Hon. Wm. N. Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla.:

Dear Sir--The schools of Polk county, while not all we would desire, are in
a more prosperous condition than ever before in the history of-the county.

There is greater interest manifested by the patrons as is shown by increased
and more regular attendance of pupils.

New Buildings and Furniture.--During the last two years the School Board
with the assistance of the patrons, have erected twenty-two new school build-
ings, all of which are comfortably furnished. Patent desks have been placed
in ten schools, patrons in all cases assisting the Board in buying the desks
and other supplies.

We think that when the patrons help build and equip their school-house they
appreciate it more highly and take better care of it.

Work of Uniform Examinations.--The uniform examination law has done a great
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