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NASSAU COUNTY

Fernandina, Florida.

Hon. W. N. Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla.:

Dear Sir--Replying to your request in reference to the operation of the
school system in Nassau county for years 1895-96, I would say that we have
been under some disadvantage during the past year owing to the storm, the
disastrous effects of which prevented the carrying into effect some con-
templated improvements.

Buildings.--I am oleased to report that during that time we have been com-
elled to build fourteen school-houses, twelve for whites and two for colored.
hey are good warm buildings, ceiled throughout, well vintilated and furnished;

aggregate value, about $4,000. The attendance has increased very materially
and I am pleased to say the oarents are taking more active interest in school
matters.

Uniform Examinations.--The uniform examination as required was at first con-
sidered unfair and entailing great hardships. This was owing to the unpre-
pared condition of applicants, the result was, that when first put in opera-
tion, there were eighty Third class certificates issued. It is now, however,
recognized as an absolute necessity and the good results are shown by the fact
that at subsequent examinations the applicants had prepared themselves and
obtained higher grade certificates, so that there are now but five Third
grade certificates used in the county, one white and four colored.

Teachers' Institutes--Library Needed.--Teachers' meetings were held at Fern-
andine, but were purely of a local nature. Mr. Bennett, the Principal of
school No. 1, reports them very beneficial and recommends that they be general,
as he very aptly says, they will do more toward improvement in "Theory and
Practice" of teaching than any other method employed.

I regret very much that this county does not possess a county School Library.
I consider this one of the most essential items towards a correct theory of
teaching.

Summer Schools and Uniform Text Books.--Summer schools have proven themselves
decidedly beneficial in this county, especially in the absence of an Institute.
Referring to uniform Text Books, in the rural districts, those adopted by the
Board are in general use. The Board recognizes however that the more advanced
books should be used, some of which have been adopted by the graded schools
with marked beneficial results. It is to be hoped that in the near future
this county at least will own all books used in public schools. Should this
state of affairs occur, I predict an increase of at least twenty-five per cent.
of present attendance. There are in my estimation that many who are unable
to purchase necessary books to take advantage of opportunities offered.

Literary Societies.--Referring to Literary Societies, I do not wish to be
placed on record as opposing the same, but my observation of an attempt at the
operation of one in this county convinces me that it consumes too much of
students' time that should be devoted to daily studies.

Kindergarten Class.--A Kindergarten class was introduced at Fernandina white
school. This at first did not find much favor, but the effect was soon noticed.
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